Commentary: Humility,
kindness and welcome: Hard
but biblical callings

August 9, 2017
Whoever pursues righteousness and kindness will find life and
honor. (Proverbs 21:21)

There is, in the American character, an exceedingly hopeful and optimistic
spirit. I believe righteousness and kindness are embedded in the hopes and
dreams of this nation. Though sometimes twisted in irrational ways or
hidden behind today’s political climate, we continue to share, as Americans,
a desire to welcome the stranger, to see the rejected of other lands as a
new and potentially vital part of our own. Yet, because of various pressures
and difficulties, that vision — that hopeful trajectory of a positive future —
is threatened. In some areas of our country where crime and illegal
immigration have appeared to increase in tandem, it is tempting to leap to
associative conclusions.

The complicated dynamics of our current time should not be minimized, nor
should the legitimate concerns of the many caught up in the maelstrom of
confusing policies and inappropriate behaviors on all sides diminish the
power and necessity of welcoming the stranger. At the bedrock of our
nation’s character (and inscribed on the pedestal of the Statue of Liberty)
are these words ...

Read the full article at Baptist News Global.
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