Autistic children enjoy art event
hosted by UMHB

April 28, 2008

Vivica Villa, age 7 of
Kempner, works on a
painting at the Autism
in Action art day held

at the University of
Mary Hardin-Baylor.

BELTON—For several hours on a recent Saturday, a University of Mary
Hardin-Baylor gymnasium was transformed into an artists’ paradise. From
pencils and paint to canvas and cardboard puzzle pieces, children with
autism expressed themselves through original artwork during an Autism in
Action event, sponsored by the Student Government Association of Texas
State Technical College in Waco.

Visiona[][jnot just
geographya[|[Junite associations

April 28, 2008

FORT WORTH—Want to know what an association looks like? Don'’t use a
still camera, because the image and functions are constantly changing as
associations try to be what the churches they serve need them to be, said
Tarrant Baptist Association Director of Missions Tom Law. And to fit all the
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churches into the same window will take a wide-angle lens—a very wide-
angle lens.

“I think the association we have been familiar with is going to change
drastically over the next few years,” Law said. But change is nothing new
for associations, he explained.

Around the State: Three Texas
missionaries appointed

April 28, 2008

* Five people with Texas ties were among the 92 missionaries appointed by
the International Mission Board in an April 9 ceremony at First Church in
Sunnyvale.

Amazon people groups remain
unreached

April 28, 2008

A metal boat carrying Southern

Baptist missionaries cruises up

river to a remote village in the
Amazon Basin. (Photo/IMB)
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RICHMOND, Va. (BP) —Weary travelers stand alongside a river somewhere
in South America’s Amazon Basin.

After three hours of trying to maneuver upstream by motorboat to a remote
village, Southern Baptist International Mission Board missionaries
grudgingly accept the realization that the day’s journey has ended.

Shallow waters, exposed rocks, tree limbs and a rough current that nearly
capsized the boat won’t allow them to go any farther.

Score a victory for the Amazon.

Duo encounters bugs, mud,
a[[[[mixed-up beliefsa[][] in
Amazon Basin

April 28, 2008

A boy peers around
the corner of his
house in the Amazon
Basin.

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)—Pat Townsend admits she’s living outside her
comfort zone. Between the bugs, mud and freezing showers, Townsend, a
missionary with the Southern Baptist International Mission Board’s
Masters Program, admits it could take her awhile to adjust to life in and
around the Amazon Basin of South America.
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Younger leaving Broadway

April 28, 2008

FORT WORTH (ABP)—Brett Younger, pastor of Broadway Baptist Church in
Fort Worth, survived a vote to fire him last month but is leaving the church
anyway—to become associate professor of preaching at Mercer University’s
McAfee School of Theology in Atlanta.

a[[JFuture Focus Committeea[]]
named

April 28, 2008
DALLAS—A committee has been formed to study the long-range future of
the Baptist General Convention of Texas.

Stephen Hatfield, pastor of First Baptist Church in Lewisville, and Andy
Pittman, pastor of First Baptist Church in Lufkin, will jointly chair the
committee.
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Hispanic gathering stresses
unity

April 28, 2008
Baldemar Borrego
(left) and Rolando

Lopez spoke at a
regional meeting of
the Hispanic Baptist

Convocation of the
Laity in San Antonio.

SAN ANTONIO—Unity and equipping Christians for evangelism and
discipleship took the spotlight at a regional Hispanic Baptist Convocation of
the Laity gathering in San Antonio.

Baldemar Borrego, president of the Hispanic Baptist Convention of Texas,
stressed the importance of promoting unity among Hispanic Baptists.

“We are one brotherhood,” Borrego said. He emphasized depending on God
for the individual, inner change necessary to “make a difference in the
city.”

Richmond seminary budget
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shortfall leads to faculty layoffs

April 28, 2008

RICHMOND, Va. (ABP)—Faced with “worrisome” financial challenges,
Baptist Theological Seminary at Richmond will downsize its faculty and
staff, the school’s president announced.

Four full-time professors and at least three administrative staff members
will be let go in an effort to reduce costs, said seminary President Ron
Crawford, who was elected to his position about a year ago.

Showing God’s love to Mexican
orphans
April 28, 2008

Jillian Daniels from the University of North Texas plays with a group in
children in Reynosa, Mexico, during a spring break ministry trip.

Beach Reach volunteers make
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positive impact on South Padre

April 28, 2008

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND—During Spring Break, more than 50,000 college
students from across the nation travel to South Padre Island to party, drink
incredible amounts of alcohol, have sex and indulge in worldly passions.

But this spring break, 375 Christian students came from universities and
colleges from Texas, Arizona, Arkansas, Minnesota, and Missouri to bring
the light of the gospel into that darkness.

The students hoped to share their faith with spring break vacationers
through servant evangelism. They served free pancakes each morning at
Island Baptist Church and every night in front of a bar, gave fee van rides
around the island every night, spent time with students on the beach every
afternoon, handed out free sunscreen and prayed in the all-night prayer
room during a weeklong Beach Reach event.

Capacity crowd at Congreso
called to “higher life”

April 28, 2008

BELTON—Nearly 3,000 teens and young adults gathered on the University
of Mary Hardin-Baylor campus Easter weekend, setting record attendance
for Congreso, a gathering of Hispanic Texas Baptists.

“This is the biggest Congreso we have ever had,” said Angie Tello, Baptist
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General Convention of Texas Hispanic evangelism events coordinator. “I'm
a little surprised that so many teenagers spent their Easter vacation here,
but it shows just how dedicated today’s youth are to the Lord.”



