George Liele: The world’s first
Baptist missionary

January 31, 2025
George Liele, a former slave, not only was the first ordained African

American Baptist preacher in America, but also was the world’s first
Baptist missionary.

Hispanic Baptists: ‘Sensitive
locations’ rule change hurts

January 31, 2025
The loss of a rule that prevented officials from entering churches to arrest

immigrants accused of being in the United States illegally has hurt the
church’s witness, the National Hispanic Baptist Network said Jan. 29 in
calling for the rule’s reinstatement.

Jeft Dalrymple to lead SBC
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sexual abuse response

January 31, 2025
Jeff Dalrymple of Jacksonville, Fla., has been named to lead the office

within the Southern Baptist Convention Executive Committee dedicated to
Southern Baptists’ long-term efforts in sexual abuse prevention and
response.

Southwestern reports
measurement of financial

health

January 31, 2025
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary released on Jan. 17 the

institution’s most recent Composite Financial Index score of +3.0, which
President David Dockery called an “objective” metric that “quantifies the
significant progress made in the past 28 months.”

California churches praying and
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seeing answers

January 31, 2025
Southern California churches have been praying in the midst of the

devastating fires in their area, and the answer to a specific Sunday evening
prayer has been noticed and appreciated by others in the community.

Daniel Ritchie nominee for SBC
first vice president

January 31, 2025
Evangelist and author Daniel Ritchie will be nominated for first vice

president of the Southern Baptist Convention during the 2025 SBC annual
meeting in Dallas.

Texans on Mission disaster
relief units head to California

January 31, 2025
Trucks and trailers rolled out of Texans on Mission headquarters in Dallas

early on Jan. 15 to support California churches responding to devastating
wildfires.
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National Baptists’ new
president seeks to be inclusive

January 31, 2025

Boise Kimber officially was installed as president of the National Baptist
Convention, USA, Inc., during the midwinter board meeting of the
predominantly Black denomination—which he hopes will become more
inclusive of women and young leaders.

Texans on Mission join
California churches in fire
response

January 31, 2025
A four-person Texans on Mission team is in California working to multiply

the ministry of churches and chart a long-term relief effort in the area
devastated by raging fires.


https://baptiststandard.com/news/baptists/national-baptists-new-president-seeks-to-be-inclusive/
https://baptiststandard.com/news/baptists/national-baptists-new-president-seeks-to-be-inclusive/
https://baptiststandard.com/news/baptists/texans-on-mission-join-california-churches-in-fire-response/
https://baptiststandard.com/news/baptists/texans-on-mission-join-california-churches-in-fire-response/
https://baptiststandard.com/news/baptists/texans-on-mission-join-california-churches-in-fire-response/

BGCT and NAMB leaders clarify
path for church starting

January 31, 2025
Leaders from the Baptist General Convention of Texas and the North

American Mission Board agreed in principle to a clear path forward for
providing church-starting resources and support for BGCT churches
desiring access to NAMB resources.

New Orleans ministers respond
after terror attack

January 31, 2025

In an eclectic New Orleans ministerial mix, a second line jazz band belted

gospel favorites in the footsteps of pastors prayerwalking Bourbon Street
hours after the carnage of a New Year’s Day terrorist attack was cleared.

Texans on Mission serve 80,000
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meals in Israel in 2024

January 31, 2025
Texans on Mission volunteers served more than 80,000 meals in Israel in
2024,
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