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Lesson  4  in  the  Connect360  unit  “The  reMARKable  Journey
Continues: The Gospel of Urgency” focuses on Mark 4:35-41.

The major  point  in  this  miracle  is  that  Jesus,  by  speaking two simple
commands, transformed ferociously violent winds and waves into a state of
instant calm and stillness. The dramatic and instant change revealed the
miracle. If the storm just coincidentally subsided, the wind would diminish
slowly.  The waves  would  not  have become glassy  smooth water  in  an
instant.

Jesus spoke a command to the storm: “Hush!” (Silence!) and to the waves
“Be still!” (Be muzzled!).

The  change  was  instantaneous.  It  is  kind  of  like  the  man  in  the  TV
advertisement for pain medicine, when he took it and said: “The pain is
gone.” His wife said, “I am glad it helped.” He responded: “No you don’t
understand. The pain is gone.” After Jesus commanded cessation and calm,
the wind and sea became totally still, calm and quiet. “It became perfectly
calm” (4:39).

Once Jesus dealt with the storm, he made a teaching point by asking the
disciples two self-evaluation questions in Mark 4:40: “Why are you afraid?
Do you still have no faith?” They had faith to believe Jesus could solve the
problem, or they would not have awakened him.

They believed he  was  capable  of  doing more  than they  imagined,  but
they—like most of us—had a tough time trusting God that he would protect
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them. Their faith was informational but was not relational. They believed
Jesus would know how to solve the dilemma. But they never dreamed that
with two words the winds and the waves would instantly become peaceful
and calm.

The disciples who feared a storm, became more fearful of standing in the
presence  of  God,  who  alone  can  calm  waves  and  storms  (see  Psalm
107:23–30). They grasped Jesus was not a mere rabbi or mere prophet. He
was God, who has instant power over the forces and powers of nature. This
revelation  shook  them to  their  core,  and  they  were  in  awe  of  Jesus,
realizing he was God himself (4:41). They looked at each other, saying:
“Who, then, is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?”
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