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Sudan in crisis, commission reports

By Piet Levy
Religion News Service

WASHINGTON (RNS)—The United States Commission on International
Religious Freedom, created by Congress, issued a report March 29 painting
Sudan as a nation in crisis that needs U.S. intervention.
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BUA launches cross-cultural program for laity. Baptist University of
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the Americas has launched an associate’s degree program in cross-cultural
studies designed for Christian laity. The two-year, 61-hour program will
enable motivated lay people to enhance their theological foundations as
well as their cross-cultural competencies at the earliest levels of their
general education, said BUA President Albert Reyes. The degree especially
is suited for future careers such as social work, education or human
services, he noted.

Dawson Institute director resigns. Derek Davis has resigned as director
of the J.M. Dawson Institute for Church-State Studies at Baylor University
and editor of the Journal of Church & State. Chris Marsh, director of the
Asian studies program and associate professor of political science and
church-state studies, has been named interim director of the institute.
Wallace Daniel, history professor and former dean of the College of Arts &
Sciences, has been named interim editor of the journal.

Huesing named VP at ETBU. East Texas Baptist University has named
Alan Huesing vice president for spiritual development. Huesing, who has
been director of international education and will continue to fulfill that
responsibility, succeeds Wallace Watkins. Huesing served seven years as a
youth mission education strategist with the Southern Baptist North
American Mission Board. He is a former math teacher and soccer coach
with the Marshall Independent School District, and he held teaching
positions in Southeast Asia. Huesing earned his bachelor’s degree from
ETBU and master’s degree from the University of Texas at Tyler. He and
his wife, Sheryl, have three children—Andrew, Jenna and Kyle. They are
members of First Baptist Church in Hallsville.
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TOGETHER:
Balance church & government duties

Why do you suppose people say they admire Jesus and believe he is a great
model for their life and then have so much trouble following him? Why is it
that about the time you think you have him all figured out, you turn a
corner in Scripture and your assumptions are turned on their head?

Matthew 25 is a good example of how this happens. It illustrates several
themes: The responsibility of being ready when great moments arrive, the
responsibility of using what is trusted to you courageously, the
responsibility of caring for the poorest among us, and the frightening
consequences, in each case, when we fail to be responsible.
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This theme makes some of us pleased that Jesus is so strong on holding
every person accountable. But if you take it seriously, then the people who
ought to work the hardest to serve the “least of these” should be those who
believe everyone is responsible for their behavior and there is hell to pay if
we neglect to serve society’s most vulnerable citizens.
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UT-Austin student ministry
loses associational funding

By Ken Camp
Managing Editor

AUSTIN—Austin Baptist Association voted at its semi-annual meeting to cut
off funding to the Baptist Student Ministry at the state’s largest university.
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RIGHT OR WRONG?
Seniors sealed relationship with a
document

An elderly couple, each widowed, prepared a document, which
established that they would care for one another as long as they
both were living. They are recognized as a couple in the community
but do not live together. Is this relationship a marriage in God’s
sight?

Afghan man’s plight draws
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Afghan man's plight draws widespread
support

By Robert Marus
ABP Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON (ABP)—The plight of an Afghan man who could face the
death penalty for converting from Islam to Christianity has united a broad
array of religious, human-rights and advocacy groups that often find
themselves ideologically opposed to each other.

Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice reportedly telephoned Afghan
President Hamid Karzai March 23 to press for the rights of Abdul Rahman,
41. Rahman has been jailed, an Afghan judge announced March 19, for
violating Islamic law by rejecting that faith.
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BaptistWay Bible Series for April 9

Seek God’s will, not his permission or
forgiveness

* 1 Samuel 15:10-31

By Joseph Matos
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Praise God for his grace and
forgiveness

 Luke 23:32-47

By Greg Ammons
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Professional
fisherman
Clay Dyer

learned
determination
at an early
age—a lesson
he often
shares when
he speaks to
church
groups.
(Photos by
George
Henson)

Despite disabilities, Dyer
feels called to pro fishing circuit

By George Henson
Staff Writer

ROCKWALL—Clay Dyer believes without a doubt God called him to become
a professional fisherman—and not just the “fisher of men” variety.
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Family Bible Series for April 2

Honor Christ’s suffering with
persistent service

* Luke 22:14-20, 24-27, 31-34

By Greg Ammons

Passage to India: Faith of native
missionaries impresses Texas
pastors
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Slum residents in North India gather to hear a gospel
message from visiting ministers from Texas and Oklahoma.
The group toured India observing the ministry of Gospel for
Asia, a Carrollton-based missions support group. (Photos by

John Rutledge and John Fornof)

Passage to India: Faith of native
missionaries impresses Texas pastors

By John Rutledge
Webmaster, baptiststandard.com

A group of Baptist ministers from Texas travelled to India last month at the
invitation of Carrollton-based Gospel for Asia, and what they found could be
summed up in the face of a girl named Biva.
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 NAMB investigating criticism of church-planting efforts
» Racketeering law can't be used against abortion clinic protests, court

rules

» Getaway car found in Alabama church fires

» Funding halted for Silver Ring Thing program

* South Dakota leqgislature passes abortion ban

 Earl Stallings, Alabama pastor caught in civil rights squeeze, dead at 89

» CD kindles passion through Song of Solomon

I

* As Boomers age, care facilities make adjustments

Passage to India: Special Report

Webmaster John Rutledge accompanied a group of Baptist ministers from
Texas and Oklahoma to India last month to observe the ministry of Gospel
for Asia, a Carrollton-based church-planting group. They saw a face of India
that President Bush missed when he visited the subcontinent last week.
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Aging Baby Boomers
* As Boomers age, care facilities make adjustments

» Aging Boomers poised to redefine culture ... again

* Retiring Boomers may fill needs in churches

» Executive Board approves Texas/Missouri partnership

» Panhandle-Plains conference taps changing demographics

» Paynter named interim CLC director

» WorldconneX adds three staff positions

» Mother-daughter duo string together a ministry

* Technology enables hearing-impaired to experience worship

* Red River senior adult VBS sparks mission trip

 Sri Lanka ministries continue despite political unrest

* On the Move

* Around the State

» Texas Tidbits

Previously Posted
» Logsdon Seminary receives full ATS accreditation

» BGCT names ministry, resource leaders

Focus on Ministerial Ethics
» Follow Jesus; preach justice, author urges
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 Ethical preaching begins with clear calling
* Victims urge BGCT to release list
» Abuse means betrayal, panelists say

» Imperatives sum up pastoral ethics

* Be colleagues, not competitors

 Faith, family & finances can test pastors' integrity
(%]

» Rankin discusses private prayer language

 Partnership yields church building for Chinese Christians

» Baptist Briefs

Previously Posted
* Number of NAMB missionaries dropped

I

» Fairview church discovers: a[J[JA little child shall lead them'

I

» Audio Adrenaline sees music as avenue to challenge youth

e Churches need to welcome quests

I
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* Classified Ads

e Cartoon

* Around the State

» Texas Baptist Forum

* On the Move
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» EDITORIAL: Offer letters to reduce global poverty

* Down Home: Grace & patience, or a big ol' crash

« TOGETHER: Mandate & mission push Texas Baptists

« RIGHT OR WRONG? What to do with worn out Bibles

» Texas Baptist Forum

» Cybercolumn by John Duncan: Grace reigns
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» BaptistWay Bible Series for March 5: Replace dispair over circumstances
with faith

« Family Bible Series for March 5: Christ demands top priority in a
Christian's life

 Explore the Bible Series for March 5: Knowledge of Christ influences
relationships
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» BaptistWay Bible Series for March 12: Isaiah answers the Lord's
summons

» Family Bible Series for March 12: A Christian's persistent prayer strikes
fear in Satan

» Explore the Bible Series for March 12: Open up to an intense experience
with God

» BaptistWay Bible Series for March 19: Do not forget the Lord's provision
for your life

» Family Bible Series for March 19: Celebrate when people come to Christ

» Explore the Bible Series for March 19: Share the refreshment of Christ
with a thirsty world

See articles from previous issue 2/20/06 here.
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