
Explore  the  Bible  Series  for
October 1: Seek forgiveness and
mercy from High Priest
September 21, 2006
Posted: 9/21/06

Explore the Bible Series for October 1

Seek forgiveness and mercy from High
Priest
• Hebrews 4:14-5:10

By Howard Anderson

Diversified Spiritual Associates, San Antonio

In the Old Testament, the high priest was the man appointed to represent
the people before God. He dealt  with sins and weaknesses by offering
necessary sacrifices; however, as a link between God and humanity, the Old
Testament priest never was enough. He was a shadow representing the
coming perfect intermediary.
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• Lebanon Baptists say goodbye to refugees, but ministry continues
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•  Explore  the  Bible  Series  for  August  27:  The  love  song  of  the  Old
Testament

Previously Posted
• Sloan elected as Houston Baptist University president

• Sri Lankan violence forces change of venue for volunteers

• Faith sustains family through dark days of son’s illness

• VBS children fill God’s Penny Pail

• South Texas heat? No sweat for KidsHeart volunteers

• KidsHeart project makes missions a family affair

• VBS shines light in the darkness this summer

• Lebanon Baptists say goodbye to refugees, but ministry continues

•  Wayland  student,  family  fear  persecution  if  they  return  to  Comoros
Islands

• See complete list of articles from our 8/07/ 2006 issue here.
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For American Muslims,
everything changed on 9/11
By Ken Camp

Managing Editor

DALLAS—Everything changed on 9/11—at least for American Muslims. But
whether the change has been for  the better  or  the worse depends on
personal perspective and individual experience.

Waco’s Muslim community meets in a nondescript building behind an auto
repair shop and a convenience store. The Islamic house of prayer—about
25 miles from President Bush’s Crawford ranch—shares a parking lot with
a small Primitive Baptist church. No outside sign identifies the place of
worship, but its identity is no secret, said Al Siddiq, president of the Islamic
Center of Waco.
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Five years after terrorists
attacked the World Trade Center
towers in New York, Muslims in

the United States assess
changes in their relationships
with American Christians. This

file photo shows rescue workers
cutting through steel beams

lodged in the ruins of the World
Trade Center. (BP File photo by

Jim Veneman)
9/11 Five Years Later

• For American Muslims,
everything changed on 9/11
• Differentiate 'Muslim' from

'terrorist' scholars say
• No sweeping revival, but
impact of 9/11 still felt in

churches
• Negative perceptions of

Muslims persist, panel says
• Who's Who in Islam: major

groups
• Christian presence in Holy

Land small and getting smaller
• Islam built on five pillars of
worship & five pillars of faith
• Poll shows some prejudice

against Muslims
• Children of Abraham: Muslims

view God, church & state
through different lenses
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Differentiate  ‘Muslim’  from
‘terrorist’  scholars say
September 21, 2006
Posted: 9/15/06

Kashmiri activists
belonging to Tehreek-e-
Wahdat-e-Islami outfit

burn a U.S. flag during a
protest against Israeli

attacks on Lebanon and
the Palestinian territories.
Similar images from the
Middle East present an

unfair characterization of
Islam in the minds of

Americans, some Muslims
in the United States insist.

(REUTERS photo by
Danish Ismail)

Differentiate 'Muslim'
from 'terrorist' scholars say
By Ken Camp
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Managing Editor

DALLAS—Flag-burning radical  Muslims represent  mainstream American
Islam about as accurately as cross-burning Ku Klux Klansmen represent
Baptists, a Texas Baptist theology professor believes.

“Most American Muslims are not sympathetic to radical Islam, and they are
not interested in being identified with the extremists. They just want to be
able to do their jobs, raise their children and be good neighbors,” said Ron
Smith,  senior  professor  of  theology  at  Hardin-Simmons  University’s
Logsdon  School  of  Theology.

Children of  Abraham: Muslims
view  God,  church  &  state
through different lenses
September 21, 2006
Posted: 9/15/06
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Munir
Akhtar of
Kendall

Park, N.J.,
reads in the
mosque at
the Islamic
Society of
Central
Jersey
before

evening
prayers.

(RNS photo
by Tony

Kurdzuk/The
Star-Ledger)

Children  of  Abraham:  Muslims  view
God,
church  &  state  through  different
lenses
By Ken Camp

Managing Editor

DALLAS—Christians and Muslims worship the same God; the Father of the
Lord Jesus Christ and Allah of the Quran are nothing alike. Jihad means an
inner struggle to obey God’s will; jihad means waging holy war on infidels.



Muslims support human rights and religious freedom; Muslims practice
oppression and want to impose Islamic law on non-Muslims.

RIGHT or WRONG? Three parts
of a larger whole?
September 21, 2006
Posted: 9/15/06

RIGHT or WRONG?
Three parts of a larger whole?
What do you think of the idea that evangelism, spiritual formation
and Christian ethics really are not distinct, different matters but
three parts of a larger whole?

In the broadest sense, one could say these three areas are just part of the
larger whole of the Christian life. However, that would be like saying my
brother, my sister and I are just the children of our parents. While the
generalization would be true on the surface, it would ignore some very
significant differences and individual characteristics.
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No sweeping revival, but impact
of 9/11 still felt in churches
September 21, 2006
Posted: 9/15/06

President Bush and
First Lady Laura

Bush lay a wreath
at the site of the

World Trade
Center in New
York during a
ceremony to

commemorate the
fifth anniversary of
the Sept. 11, 2001
attacks. (Photo by

Keith
Bedford/REUTERS)

No sweeping revival, but impact
of 9/11 still felt in churches
By John Hall

Texas Baptist Communications

The Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks upon the United States didn’t produce
the widespread revival some Christian leaders predicted, but commentators
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believe the events of that day continue to affect church ministry.

Five years after the attacks on New York City and Washington D.C., the
spike in worship attendance that occurred after Sept. 11 appears to be an
anomaly. Within a month of the attacks, worship attendance had returned
to pre-Sept. 11 levels in most places as people returned to their respective
routines.

World Trade Center
towers collapsing in

New York City after the
Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist
attack. (Reuters Photo)
• Read the Standard's
coverage in our Sept.

17, 2001, issue of
Baptist response to the

crisis.
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Negative  perceptions  of  Muslims
persist,  panel  says
By Hannah Elliott

Associated Baptist Press

SALT LAKE CITY (ABP)—Days before the five-year anniversary of the Sept.
11, 2001, terrorist attacks, a panel of Muslims discussed media-perpetrated
misperceptions  of  Islam  and  a  “climate  of  negativity”  in  the  United
States—particularly concerning the war on terror.

Laila Al-Marayati, an activist with the Muslim Public Affairs Council, said
civil liberties ranks as one of the most important topics for Muslims. Non-
Muslims not only accept that Muslims will bear the brunt of civil liberty
violations, but also expect Muslims to accept it as the price to pay for living
in America
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heritage ministries
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Higgs will lead BGCT
western-heritage ministries
By John Hall

Texas Baptist Communications

DALLAS—Charles  Higgs,  founding  pastor  of  Cowboy  Church  of  Erath
County, has been named director of Baptist General Convention of Texas
western-heritage ministries.

He will begin serving on a part-time basis Sept. 15 and become a full-time
BGCT employee  June  1,  2007.  Higgs  follows  Ron Nolen,  who recently
retired  to  become  coordinator  of  the  Texas  Fellowship  of  Cowboy
Churches. The fellowship works closely with the BGCT director of western-
heritage ministries.

Around the State
September 21, 2006
Posted: 9/15/06
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East Texas Baptist
University has

received a 2007
Chevrolet Tahoe

for use in
recruitment,

marketing and
public relations.
The black vehicle

featuring the
university’s tiger

eyes logo was
given by ETBU
trustee Patty
Jones and her

husband, Leo, of
Tyler. They are

members of First
Church in Tyler.

Vince
Blankenship, vice

president for
enrollment

management
marketing, said
the vehicle will
help the staff in
their efforts to

meet with
prospective
students.

Members of the
admissions office
pictured with the

vehicle (left to
right) are Joey
Sutton, Dorrie

Cook, Jason Soles,
Drew Barkley,

John Sperry and
Melissa Fitts.
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Around the State
• James King Jr., dean of the College of Business at the University of Mary
Hardin-Baylor, will  be the guest speaker at the fall  convocation service
Sept. 22 at 11 a.m.

• The Howard Payne University Yellow Jacket Band will  be celebrating
their 100th anniversary during the school’s homecoming activities Oct. 6-7.
Friday, the Kappa Kappa Psi and Tau Beta Sigma fraternities will host a
memorial  ceremony in the Davidson Music Complex. Also, former band
members are invited to perform with current band students at the 10 p.m.
pep rally. A continental breakfast honoring the band will be held Saturday
at 7 a.m. The homecoming parade will  follow at 10 a.m. Former Band
Director  Greg  Barry  will  be  the  parade  grand  marshal.  Alumni  band
members also are invited to play in the finale of the homecoming football
game’s halftime show. The game begins at 2 p.m. The centennial band
banquet will be at 7 p.m. For more information, call (800) 950-8465.

•  Mark Warren has  been named director  of  institutional  research and
effectiveness at East Texas Baptist University.

• Leigh Jackson has been endorsed as a chaplain with Seton Healthcare
Network in Austin by the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship.

Book Reviews
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Book Reviews
A Touch of Jesus: Stories and Studies of Women in the Life of Jesus
by Janet F. Burton (Pleasant Word)

Many authors believe historical fiction to be the most difficult of stories to
pen. The writer must mesh character, plot and setting with historically
accurate  research  involving  names,  clothing,  vocabulary,  events  and
physical location. In A Touch of Jesus, Texas pastor’s wife Janet Burton not
only  tackles  historical  fiction,  she  adds  a  theological  dimension  by
imagining and filling in the blanks in the stories of biblical women touched
by Jesus.

From Mary’s cousin Elisabeth, to sisters Mary and Martha and the mothers
of the little children blessed by Jesus, to the widow who gave her mites,
Burton paints word pictures of significant incidents in their lives.

What are you reading that
other Texas Baptists would

find helpful? Send
suggestions and reviews to

books@baptiststandard.com.

But she doesn’t leave the reader there. She offers a behind-the-scenes Bible
study  surrounding  the  incident  and  includes  insights  gained  from her
research. Then she adds touch points showing how Christians can reach
others in similar circumstances with the touch of Jesus.
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Baptist Briefs
Association breaks with church over homosexuality. The North Area
Baptist Association, a 10-county group of Baptist congregations belonging
to  the  American  Baptist  Churches-USA,  voted  18-3  to  break  ties  with
Woodside Church in Flint, Mich., because of its acceptance of homosexuals.
Woodside Church decided in May to join the Association of Welcoming and
Affirming Baptists, a pro-gay organization with 55 member congregations
nationwide.

CBF-affiliated program receives federal grant. Sowing Seeds of Hope,
a community and economic development organization affiliated with the
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, has received a $338,000 federal grant for
the creation of a self-help housing initiative in depressed Perry County, Ala.
The grant will be used to administer loans to low-income families, who will
build their own homes. It will fund four employees and a portion of the
salary for executive director Frances Ford. Applicants to the program must
still qualify for a loan, which comes in addition to the grant. More than 140
applications from local residents already have gained acceptance to the
program. Planners expect to build 20 custom-designed homes within two
years.

https://baptiststandard.com/archives/2006-archives/baptist-briefs260/
http://www.abc-usa.org/
http://www.wabaptists.org/
http://www.wabaptists.org/
http://sshope.servicelearningsite.com/sshope/index.cfm?pageID=212

