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NBC puts seasoning back in Veggies

By Chansin Bird

Religon News Service

WASHINGTON (RNS)—Fans of Bob the Tomato and Larry the Cucumber
may notice a welcome change in the VeggieTales episodes aired on NBC’s
Saturday morning cartoon lineup—less editing of religious content than
originally feared.

“The last batch of episodes are airing with very little editing,” VeggieTales
creator Phil Vischer said. “Not none whatsoever, but very nearly none
whatsoever. Much less than earlier episodes.”
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Pro-lifers blast Warren for inviting
Obama

By Hannah Elliott
Associated Baptist Press

DALLAS (ABP)—Members of Rick Warren’s Saddleback Church in Southern
California hosted a two-day summit on the global AIDS crisis in an effort to
“serve the hurting like Jesus did.” But the event was not without
critics—including some conservative Christians.

The event, which began Nov. 30 and concluded on World AIDS Day Dec. 1,
was slated to feature Bono of U-2, Bill and Melinda Gates, and Sen. Barack
Obama (D-Ill.), among others.
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Have a little talk with Jesus
* John 3:1-16

By David Wilkinson
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Bible Studies for Life Series for December 10

Christian hope extends beyond here
and now

* 1 Peter 1:3-13,18-21

By Kenneth Lyle
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BaptistWay Bible Series for December 3

John reminds of Christ’s eternal
nature

* John 1:1-18, 29-36, 43-45

By David Wilkinson
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Seize the opportunities God provides
e Ezra 1:1-6; 3:1-3, 10-11

By Howard Anderson

Diversified Spiritual Associates, San Antonio

The Jews’ return from Babylonian captivity seemed like a second exodus,
sovereignly patterned in some ways after Israel’s first redemption from
Egyptian bondage. The book of Ezra begins with the decree of Cyrus for the
Jews to return to Jerusalem (circa 538 B.C.), and chronicles the
reestablishment of Judah’s national calendar of feasts and sacrifices,
including the rebuilding of the second temple (begun in 536 B.C. and
completed in 516 B.C.).
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Live out the gift of faith you have been
given

» Hebrews 11:1-2,5-7,32-38; 12:1-2

By Kenneth Lyle
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CYBER COLUMN: At home again

By Berry Simpson

I just finished reading The Year of Magical Thinking by Joan Didion, a
powerful book that will haunt me (in a good way) for a long time. In fact,
the reason it sat on my too-be-read shelf for over a year was because I'd
heard enough about it to know it would have a big impact on mek and I
didn’t want to read it until I was ready. But my friend Carol kept asking if
I'd read it yetk and I couldn’t keep telling her I was waiting to start.

Berry D.
Simpson
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I can’t write about most of what Didion said because I haven’t experienced
the losses she had—the loss of her spouse and the loss of control to help
her family—and I just don’t feel qualified. I don’t think I'm grown up
enough to write about all of that. But I can write about this—something she
said about being at home. She wrote: “In California, we heated our houses
by building fires. We built fires even on summer evenings, because the fog
came in. Fires said we were home, we had drawn the circle, we were safe
through the night. I lit the candles.”
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« UMHB missions emphasis brings world needs into focus

* Baylor service day draws 3,000 volunteers

» Couple helps start Buckner aid to gypsy groups in Romania

» Boomers, Busters see sex differently

» Christoval church opens doors to kids after school
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» Wade still has support despite anger, sadness at scandal

* Court hears arguments on partial-birth abortion ban cases

* Arkansas OKs bingo despite Baptist opposition

» Fire destroys encampment auditorium
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» Moving On: Board a[J[Jpre-empted' BGCT by recommending reforms

B

 Theological university president moves to Buckner post

BGCT annual meeting coverage

» Moving On: Board a[J[Jpre-empted' BGCT by recommending reforms
 African-American rally focuses on worship & thanksgiving

» Battle of the Bands winner

 Trust in God in turbulent times, president tells BGCT

» Texas Baptists challenged to a[][Jshare the light'

» Church starting policies designed to ensure accountability

 City Reach meets needs

» Fellowship of Cowboy Churches points to continued growth

* DaVinci Code DVD dialogue a starting place

 Steps already taken to implement recommendations
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* Church not immune from family violence

» Preaching must change to communicate with culture

* Texas Baptists urged to launch world missions offering

* Internet ministry can help churches expand their reach

» Kids Hope USA mentors make a difference

» Missions network participants rally in Arlington

» Missions workshop offers tips

» Restoration of trust is vital, BGCT leaders agree

* Nontraditional approaches may be needed

« Warm affection, cool discipline key to parenting

* Piper Institute board votes to dissolve at year's end

* Churches can help members deal with sexual addiction

» Mission testimonies highlight TBM rally

* CW]C graduate gains national honors

BGCT convention articles previously posted

» Executive director committed to a[J[Jclean up the mess'

» Texas WMU reschedules annual meeting

» Unity emphazised at Texas Baptist Hispanic Fellowship rally

» Ministry awards presented to Texas Baptist innovators
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* On the Move

* Around the State

» Texas Tidbits

I

» Tennessee Baptists move to the right

» N.C. Baptists bar gay-friendly churches

» Baptist Briefs

(%]
» Movie views evangelicals as key environmental reformers

* Religious freedom violators noted

The business side of religion:
» Pastors face stresses, challenges of corporate CEQ's

* Congregations embrace the business side of religion

» Endowments provide churches a financial safety net

]
» Books reviewed in this issue are: Whose Bible is it? by Jaroslav Pelikan,
The Serving Leader: Five Powerful Actions That Will Transform Your Team,
Your Business and Your Community by Ken Jennings and John Stahl-Wert
and Making the Blue Plate Special: The Joy of Family Legacies by Florence
Littauer, Marita Littauer and Lauren Littauer Briggs

I

e Cartoon
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* Classified Ads

* On the Move

* Around the State

(%]
o EDITORIAL: Churches next to a[J[Jvote' on BGCT future

« DOWN HOME: A furry friend's untimely end

« TOGETHER: a[J]JWe will bring credibility & integrity"

* RIGHT or WRONG? The ethics of blogging

e Texas Baptist Forum

» Cybercolumn by Jeanie Miley: Cultivating a grateful heart

B

» BaptistWay Bible Series for November 19: Wisdom for every area of life

» Bible Studies for Life Series for November 19: Live in reality, not delusion

 Explore the Bible Series for November 19: Persevere in the midst of
adversity

» BaptistWay Bible Series for November 26: Wise use of words can bolster
relationships

* Bible Studies for Life Series for November 26: Acknowledge God's call on
your life today

» Explore the Bible Series for November 26: a[JJLove one another' is more
than a suggestion
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See complete list of articles from our 11/13/ 2006 issue here.
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» Three receive Texas Baptist Ministry Awards

 Unity leads to evangelism, Rodriguez tells Hispanic Fellowship

« WMU votes to move meeting to spring, hear Wade report on Valley
investigation

» Wade acknowledges failures, vows to respond

» Executive Board votes to explore criminal charges, recovery of Valley
funds

» Missouri voters protect stem-cell research

 Pattern of exaggeration repeated in Mexico, observers say
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» Executive Board sets second called meeting to respond to investigation

* Abortion ban overturned in South Dakota
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 Baptizing & Making Disciples

* Pattern of exaggeration repeated in Mexico, observers say

I

» Pattern of exaggeration repeated in Mexico, observers say

» Executive Board sets second called meeting to respond to investigation

 Baptizing & Making Disciples

» Former Mexican Mafia general baptized in Texas prison

» Military, hospital chaplains face similar challenges
» Family care eases a little of single mothers' stress
» CityReach/Lift Up America alliance feeds hungry families

* Young filmmaker issues casting call

» Hispanic Convocation stresses leadership

* Inner-city Houston churches seek community transformation
» Mentally challenged minister through Meals on Wheels

* Scholarships help missionary kids
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* Principles learned at Miracle Farm serve alumni in military

* Reader's Theater workers model Christ-like patience

* Degree of Difference Day draws Wayland workers

* Youth ministers urged to understand middle-school culture

* On the Move

* Around the State

» Texas Tidbits

I

» Pastor/policeman carries a Bible, wears a badge

» Islamic groups denounce Baptist's a[J[Jtakeover' remark

» Bishop College may find new life

» Baptist Briefs

B

* Former Mexican Mafia general baptized in Texas prison

(%]
* Poll: A good night's sleep beats church

* 'Tis the season for the Yuletide battles

* Moms fed up with sexpot dolls

 Evangelicals distance themselves from Haggard scandal

» Megachurches shift focus to community involvement
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» Same-sex marriage bans a mixed bag at the polls

* a[J[JSunday-best apparel' is not what it used to be

» Singles seek soul mates on the Web

(4]
» Books reviewed in this issue: The Three Hardest Words in the World to
Get Right by Leonard Sweet, Eat This Book: A Conversation in the Art of
Spiritual Reading by Eugene Peterson and A Genetic History of Baptist
Thought by William H. Brackney.
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* On the Move

* Around the State

* Classified Ads

* Texas Baptist Forum

[x]
* EDITORIAL: Go Away, Walk Away & the big picture

« DOWN HOME: Teenagers don't live here anymore

* TOGETHER: Work together to share God's grace

* RIGHT or WRONG? A materialistic lifestyle

» 2nd Opinion: Who will seek Middle East peace?

* Texas Baptist Forum

» Cybercolumn By John Duncan: Thanksgiving list
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» BaptistWay Bible Series for November 12: Christians are called to lives of
integrity

* Bible Studies for Life Series for November 12: Place your trust in God,
not things of the world

» Explore the Bible Series for November 12: Exhibitions of faith encourage

others

» BaptistWay Bible Series for November 19: Wisdom for every area of life

* Bible Studies for Life Series for November 19: Live in reality, not delusion

* Explore the Bible Series for November 19: Persevere in the midst of
adversity

See complete list of articles from our 11/06/ 2006 issue here.
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Missions network participants rally in
Arlington

By Barbara Bedrick

Texas Baptist Communications

ARLINGTON—Seven Texas Baptist churches sponsored a statewide
missions rally Nov. 12 to champion a movement toward local-church
mission work.

“Missions is messy,” said Dennis Wiles, pastor of First Baptist Church in
Arlington. “It’s like a plate of food at a family reunion, but it’'s as
community-minded as Starbucks.”

Dennis
Wiles,
pastor of
First
Baptist
Church in
Arlington,
leads a
statewide
missions
celebration.
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Fire destroys encampment auditorium
By John Hall

Texas Baptist Communications

SPICEWOOD—Fire destroyed the auditorium at the Highland Lakes Camp
and Conference Center Nov. 18.

The fire devastated the building, twisting steel beams, imploding chairs and
burning the stage. Its cause still is under investigation.

All that's
left of the
auditorium
at
Highland
Lakes
conference
center.
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