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• UMHB â��Welcome Week' includes community service

• Race: The final frontier

• Baptists mark centennial of social work education for churches

• BGCT sends $20,000 to help Minnesota flood victims

• Church swims upstream by moving downtown

• Combined youth choirs â��converge' on San Marcos

• On the Move

• Around the State

• Texas Tidbits

Special Report: Race, The Final Frontier
• Race: The final frontier
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• Baptists active on both sides in the Little Rock integration battle

• Opportunities, challenges confront increasingly multi-ethnic congregation

•  Minorities  are  flocking  to  multi-ethnic  campus  groups  for  Christian
fellowship

• Aging minister recalls price paid for recognizing God's image in all people

• BOOKS: When All God's Children Get Together â��A Memoir of Race and
Baptists'

• North Carolina WMU decides to leave convention's control

• Congregations aid flooded church in Oklahoma

• Louisiana College to open law school  named for SBC fundamentalist
leader

• For 10 years, Christian Women's Job Corps has been changing lives

• Illinois church knowingly placed convicted sex offender in pulpit

• Baptist Briefs

• Investors with moral agenda are bullish on faith-based mutual funds

• Court says Seattle-area school can deny charter to Bible club

• Faith Digest

• Ethicists debate morality of enhancing genetics

• New forum's ambitious goalâ��get the world's Christians talking
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• Book Reviews

• BOOKS: When All God's Children Get Together â��A Memoir of Race and
Baptists'

• Classified Ads

• Cartoon

• Around the State

• Texas Baptist Forum

• EDITORIAL: We can bridge the chasm of race

• DOWN HOME: You-know-what will break your heart

• TOGETHER: Relevant denominations have a future

• 2nd Opinion: Social workers & Christ's mission

• RIGHT or WRONG? Church incorporation

• Texas Baptist Forum

• Cybercolumn by Berry D. Simpson: Playing along

• BaptistWay Bible Series for September2: Connecting the dots

• Bible Studies for Life Series for Sept. 2: Meeting Cultural Challenges
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• Explore the Bible Series for September 2: God's unique son

• BaptistWay Bible Series for September 9: No excuses, no exceptions

• Bible Studies for Life Series for Sept. 9: Feeling anxious about the future

• Explore the Bible Series for September 9: God's sinless son

Previously Posted
• Old First Orange parsonage burns

• Hardin-Simmons pulls out of magazine's ranking race

• Activists urged to focus on future, not fundamentalism

• Irving church becomes missions learning lab for students

• Discipline-specific missions help Baylor students apply learning to life

• Summer missions moves UMHB students out of â��comfort zones'

• Wayland athletes share basketball tips, gospel message in Europe

• ETBU students, alum teach summer classes in India

• The death of a Lubbock church sparks new life

• Texas Baptist Men offer relief to Erin victims

• Watch a slideshow of photos from summer missionaries

• Student missionaries discover Christ's presence while cleaning toilets

• Buckner collects humanitarian aid for earthquake victims in Peru
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• Pentagon investigation faults generals for endorsing evangelical ministry

• See articles from the previous 8/20/07 issue here.

Baptist philanthropist Eula Mae
Baugh dies
August 31, 2007
Posted: 8/31/07

Baptist philanthropist Eula Mae Baugh
dies
By John Hall

Texas Baptist Communications

Less  than  six  months  following  her  husband’s  death,  prominent  Texas
Baptist  philanthropist  Eula  Mae  Baugh  died  Aug.  29  after  suffering  a
stroke. She was 89.

Baugh and her husband John,  who died March 5,  are known for their
support  of  Baptist  efforts,  including  those  of  the  Baptist  General
Convention of  Texas,  Baylor University,  Cooperative Baptist  Fellowship,
Baptist  University  of  the  Americas,  Houston Baptist  University,  Baptist
Child & Family Services and Baptist Joint Committee for Religious Liberty.
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Cybercolumn  by  Berry  D.
Simpson: Playing along
August 31, 2007
osted: 8/31/07

CYBER COLUMN:
Playing along
My  young  friend  Jonathan  started  kindergarten  this  year.  He  was  so
excited;  he  wore  his  new  backpack  around  the  house,  with  his  new
lunchbox and school supplies inside, for days and days. And he wore his
new school shoes, which he wasn’t allowed to wear outside the house but
could wear inside, even with his pajamas. The young man had no idea what
school would be like, but he was ready to get started. He didn’t know what
it was, but he was ready.

When  I  heard  this  story  about  Jonathan,  I  wondered  if  his  sense  of
anticipation and joy is what Jesus meant when he said we should love him
like a child. Matthew 18:4 says: “Whoever then humbles himself as this
child, he is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” Most of us grownups
are too proud and, well, grown up, to show the excitement and anticipation
of a young boy looking forward to kindergarten.

Berry D.
Simpson
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Maybe it’s because we’ve looked forward to too many things that eventually
turned out not as much fun as we thought. Is it inevitable that we’ll lose the
wonder and imagination and trust that comes with childhood?

During our recent weekend in California, I was fortunate to run (walk)
along the oceanfront every morning for an hour and a half. My route took
me  past  a  crowd  of  middle-aged  surfers,  all  clad  in  well-worn  black
wetsuits.  They  didn’t  seem like  hippies,  or  Beach  Boys,  but  appeared
instead to be professionals of some sort. And they were all having a great
time, cheering each other on, riding the waves, hanging ten, and all that.

On the Move
August 31, 2007
Posted: 8/31/07

On the Move
• Logan Cummings to Knobbs Springs Church in McDade as intentional
interim pastor.

• Trevor Dickson to Crescent Heights Church in Abilene as minister of
music.

• David Falkenburg to Happy Hill Church in Alvarado as pastor.

•  Frisco Formaggio  to  East-side  Church in  Comanche as  minister  to
students.
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RIGHT  or  WRONG?  Church
incorporation
August 31, 2007
Posted: 8/31/07

RIGHT or WRONG?
Church incorporation
Our church is newly organized. We’ve been advised to incorporate
and to adopt a constitution and bylaws. This all seems like a lot of
work,  and it  might negatively  impact what we are trying to do.
What’s the validity of this advice?

Listening  sessions  remind
search  committee  of  Texas
Baptistsâ�� diversity
August 31, 2007
Posted: 8/30/07
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Listening sessions remind search
committee of Texas Baptists’ diversity
By John Hall

Texas Baptist Communications

DALLAS—Listening sessions across the state helped the Baptist General
Convention of Texas executive director search committee understand the
diversity of Texas Baptists.

Ken Hugghins,  chairman of  the search committee,  indicated the group
heard a variety of viewpoints during a series of listening sessions. Texas
Baptists include many ethnicities, socio-economic levels, education levels
and political vantage points, he noted.

Around the State
August 31, 2007
Posted: 8/31/07

Around the State
• Donald Forrester has been named vice president for programs and
services for Children at Heart Ministries, an agency of the Baptist General
Convention of  Texas.  He previously was executive director of  STARRY,
Children at Heart’s foster care, counseling and emergency shelter ministry,
based in Round Rock. He also has been pastor of Henly Church in Henly 27
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years.

•  Dallas Baptist  University  has announced the creation of  the Piper
Endowed Chair of Missions. The chair is made possible by a challenge
grant from Paul and Shirley Piper through the Piper family’s Christ is Our
Salvation Foundation. The foundation has pledged $100,000 per year for
the next five years if the university raises $500,000 over the next five years
for this endowed chair. In addition, the foundation has given a $200,000
grant for ministerial student scholarships in the Cook Graduate School of
Leadership.
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• Wayland University presented degrees to 24 students in its first group
to graduate from the master of arts in counseling program started two
years ago. The program now boasts 150 students.

• Buckner Children and Family Services has announced changes to its
executive leadership team. Victor Upton has been named vice president of
missions resource. Randy Daniels has been promoted to vice president of
global  initiatives.  Felipe  Garza  has  been  tapped  as  vice  president  for
ministry  and  missions.  Melissa  Opheim  now  is  director  of  strategic
planning.

Book Reviews
August 31, 2007
Posted: 8/31/07

Book Reviews
How Do You Know He’s Real?  by  Amy Hammond Hagberg (Destiny
Image Publishers)

Unable to escape the haunting question asked her daughter by another
teenager, Amy Hagberg has written a very interesting book that responds
to  this  universal  question.  Instead  of  theological  arguments  and
apologetics,  the  book  is  filled  with  34  celebrity  testimonies  regarding
personal  l i fe  experiences  with  God.  The  l is t  of  witnesses
includes actors, actresses, a beauty queen, music stars of every category
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and  athletes.  An  additional  bonus  is  the  author’s  testimony  at  the
beginning of the book. It alone makes the book worth reading. 

What are you reading that
other Texas Baptists would

find helpful? Send
suggestions and reviews to

books@baptiststandard.com.

An interesting feature found in the book is a list of 82 topics and issues we
face in life. The author then lists the celebrities whose testimonies relate to
that topic, such as grace: Charlie Daniels, Gloria Gaynor, Ken Hensley,
Heather Powers, Ricky Skaggs, Steve Stevens and Zoro. The testimonies
reveal how God’s reality was experienced in the midst of their lives while
struggling with that particular battle and/or dilemma.

How Do You Know He Is Real? is an easy book to read, a book of inspiration
and encouragement, a book worth giving to another, and one you are glad
to own.

Baptist Briefs
August 31, 2007
Posted: 8/31/07
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Baptist Briefs
Blog endorsements? Never mind. Several high-profile Southern Baptist
Convention  leaders—including SBC President  Frank Page,  International
Mission Board President Jerry Rankin, LifeWay President Thom Rainer and
Union  University  President  David  Dockery—have  withdrawn  their
endorsement  of  the SBCOutpost.com blog,  a  forum created by reform-
minded pastors within the convention. In a column carried by Baptist Press,
the communications arm of the SBC Executive Committee, Page wrote:
“Personal attacks are on the rise. I recently removed my endorsement …
when  a  hoped-for  and  needed  place  for  dialogue  on  the  Internet
degenerated quickly into a place of personal attack against denominational
leaders as well  as those who are advocating reform. For Christ’s sake,
stop!”

Calvinism conference set at seminary.  Founders Ministries—a group
devoted  to  advancing  Calvinist  doctrine  in  the  Southern  Baptist
Convention—will team with Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary to
sponsor  a  national  conference  on  Calvinism  Nov.  26-28  at  Ridgecrest
Conference Center. The conference, “Building Bridges: Southern Baptists
and Calvinism,” will  include speakers from Southeastern,  Southwestern
and  Southern  seminaries,  along  with  several  pastors  and  LifeWay
representatives.

http://sbcoutpost.com/


Cartoon
August 31, 2007
Posted: 8/31/07

News of religion, faith, missions, Bible study and Christian ministry among Baptist churches, in
Texas, the BGCT, the nation and around the world.

2nd Opinion: Social workers &
Christâ��s mission
August 31, 2007
Posted: 8/31/07

2nd Opinion:
Social workers & Christ’s mission
By Diana Garland

“Love  the  Lord  your  God  with  all  your  heart,  and  your  neighbor  as
yourself,” Jesus said. Most of us learned the Greatest Commandment as
children, and yet too many of our churches focus only on the first part. We
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want the most effective worship leaders our church budgets can afford. The
time, energy and expertise we pour into planning worship speak to our love
of God.

But what about the time, energy and expertise we pour into planning for
the way we love our neighbor? Social workers educated as church leaders
can  help  the  church  stand  firmly  on  both  legs  of  the  Greatest
Commandment.  The  congregational  social  worker  is  to  community
ministries  and  missions  what  the  pastor  and  minister  of  music  are  to
worship.  Social  workers  can  lead  congregation  members  to  pour
themselves into the needs of the world and to do so effectively in ways that
transform not only the people being served, but also those who serve.

Social workers communicate the gospel of hope in ways that empower. We
help hopeless people find hope. We connect babies and children who have
been orphaned or whose parents cannot care for them to families who will
love them for a lifetime. We equip a couple with the tools to make or mend
a marriage. We help those without a home find a home. We organize an
impoverished community to develop economic resources. That’s powerful,
and that’s the kind of power social workers bring to congregations—hope
restored, lives changed, joy renewed.

Social workers also are heroes. When a social worker connects a high-
school dropout with mentors in a congregation who encourage and support
him through a job-training program, that social worker is a hero to that
young man.  When a social  worker helps a church embrace community
members who have special needs, or organizes a community to oust its
drug dealers and attract businesses—these are heroes. That’s the kind of
recognition in a community or city these social workers can bring to the
church: The church—a place where people find holistic salvation. Wouldn’t
it  be  great  if  that’s  how  our  congregations  were  known  and
experienced—as  places  of  salvation?



Court  says  Seattle-area  school
can deny charter to Bible club
August 31, 2007
Posted: 8/31/07

Court says Seattle-area school
can deny charter to Bible club
By Robert Marus

Associated Baptist Press

PORTLAND, Ore. (ABP)—A federal appeals court ruled a Washington state
high school is not required to charter a Bible club, since the club allows
only Christians to be full members.

In Truth v. Kent Public School District, a unanimous three-judge panel of
the Oregon-based 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals said Kentridge High
School in Kent, Wash., does not have to offer official recognition to the
Truth Bible Club.
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