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Everett hopes to unify BGCT
around ‘mission passion’

By Ken Camp
Managing Editor

Missions, Christian education and advocacy are three primary “kingdom
tasks” the nominee for executive director of the Baptist General Convention
of Texas believes can unite Texas Baptists.

Randel Everett, pastor of First Baptist Church in Newport News, Va., hopes
to unify the BGCT around “not just a mission statement, but a mission
passion.”

Randel
Everett
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* The security of the believer: Protecting churches from attack

B

* Youth speaker wants to point students to real catalyst for change

* Providential communication failure led student to DBU and faith in Christ

« Evangelism requires commitmenta[j[Jeven if it means holding church
under a tree

* On the Move

* Around the State

Security of Believers: Is your congregation safe from attack?
» The security of the believer: Protecting churches from attack

» Church security demands all hands on decka[J[Jbut maybe not with arms

» What should worshippers do if their church is attacked?
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The New Baptist Covenant meeting in Atlanta, Ga.:
* Love leaves no room for a[J[Jus and them,' Dallas pastor says

 Sexual exploitation alive in America; churches can end it

* New Baptist Covenant: Unity. Harmony. Now, what comes next?

* Covenant participants close gathering with determination but few
specifics

* Biblical witness commands God's people to a[JJwelcome the stranger"

» Program enables watershed experience for seminary students

* Time in God's presence primary requirement for spiritual discipline

» Medical professionals urge congregational health advocacy

 Panelists urge New Covenant Baptists to fight institutional racism

» Separation of church & state can be complex, but it's worth the effort,
speakers insist

 Prophetic preaching breaks down barriers, builds up God's kingdom

 Relationships needed to break poverty cycle

 Baptists wrestle with ways to find common ground with other faiths

» Public servants & preachers challenge Baptists to welcome a[][Jthe
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stranger"
 Panelists offer practical suggestions for peacemaking

* Need for church response grows as HIV/AIDS pandemic continues to
spread

» Baptists challenged to advocate for reform of a broken criminal justice
system

» Pastors: World waits for authentic messengers

» Any church can participate in disaster relief, Baptists are told

» Sexual exploitation alive in America; churches can end it

* Rogers challenges churches to engage in justice issues

» Mainstream Baptists hear Shurden, honor Lolley

* College students unite to serve Atlanta following Baptist celebration

 Gregory admonishes Baptists to show concrete concern for a[J[Jthe
stranger’

» Silence, shame and stigmaa[Jjthe unholy trinity of AIDS

* Baptists called to combat ignorance about religious liberty

» North American Baptist plan to work together on disaster relief
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» Baptists urged to reach out to victims of sexual exploitation

* Gore Urges New Covenant Baptists to Take Up Mantle of Creation Care

pr .
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NEWBAPTIST
(COVENANT _ o
’ » Churches can provide significant response to health

care needs

» Seminary president suggests practices to nurture a[j[jcapacity for the

sacred'

 Panelists, participants explore interfaith relationships

» Workshop challenges New Covenant Baptists to seek peace

* Prophetic preachers take varied approaches

 Ethnically diverse churches look like God's kingdom, speakers insist

* Christians called to a[JJwelcome the stranger"

* Global ills take center stage at Baptist convocation

» Novelist Grisham calls fellow Baptists to respect diversity

* Give students a cause worthy of their devotion, panelists urge

* a[J0Incarnation' is key for Baptists engaging policy, speakers stress

* Individual, church response crucial to alleviating poverty
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 Christians called to tear down walls, not build them, South Texas pastor
says

» Campolo asks Baptists, a[JJWhich Jesus should we preach?a[]]

« Baptist unity takes center stage as New Covenant meeting opens

 Unity the focus of New Baptist Covenant gathering, organizers insist

 Atlanta meeting may prompt real change, some Baptists insist

I

* VeqggieTales creator's self-image: More Mr. Rogers than van Gogh

» For Casting Crowns, performing and recording music is just a side job

* Islam not source of Middle Eastern conflicts, former CIA official insists

» Holy Land church leaders appeal for Gaza

» Some worry Habitat dispute might stall Katrina recovery

» Faith Digest

(]
* New book examines life and contributions of a[J]Daddy King'

(=]
* Classified Ads

* On the Move

* Around the State

e Texas Baptist Forum
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Bl
« EDITORIAL: The BGCT's opportunity for success

« DOWN HOME: Talk about your gridiron miracle

» 2nd Opinion: Political truth: Rhetoric or conduct?

 RIGHT or WRONG? Win or reconcile?

« TOGETHER: Thanks to God; prayer for blessing

» Texas Baptist Forum

B

 BaptistWay Bible Series for February 3: Disciple=servant

» Explore the Bible Series for February 3: Do you care about others?

» Bible Studies for Life Series for February 3: The motive

 Bible Studies for Life Series for February 10: The message

» Explore the Bible Series for February 10: Do you obey in faith?

Previously Posted
* Blogger Burleson resigns from International Mission Board

* Evangelism requires commitmenta[]Jeven if it means holding church
under a tree

* Teenager at South Texas Children's Home dies

» Everett hopes to unify BGCT around a[J[Jmission passion'
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» Buckner explores needs in Mexico

* Friends of Jesus share good news with their parents

* On 35th anniversary of Roe v. Wade, both sides celebrate decline of
abortion

« Christian voters broadening political agenda, evangelical panelists say
» CERI launches child-sponsorship program in Sri Lanka

* Everett to be nominated as BGCT executive director

* Obama again refutes Muslim rumors; Jewish leaders denounce e-mails
» Huckabee's role in SBC conflict presaged political balancing act

* Satanists arrested on suspicion of arson in Ala. church burnings

» Attempt at dialogue with Muslims sparks criticism of NAE

» Ministries continue in Kenya as violence subsides somewhat, but tension
remains

* See articles from the previous 1/21/08 issue here.

BCFS g¢given lead role in
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emergency care for medical
special needs

February 15, 2008
Posted: 2/15/08

BCFS given lead role in emergency
care for medical special needs

By Haley Smith

Baptist Child & Family Services

The Texas Governor’s Division of Emergency Management has given
Baptist Child & Family Services the lead role in care for medical special
needs disaster evacuees.

The San Antonio-based agency will provide medical special needs shelter
training sessions for cities and counties statewide in the next year.

Around the State

February 15, 2008
Posted: 2/15/08
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Around the State

* “Awake 2008: A Call to Spiritual Awakening” is being sponsored by
Tryon-Evergreen Baptist Association. The March 29 rally at the Lone Star
Convention & Expo Center in Conroe will feature T.W. Hunt. The event will
begin at 6 p.m. Call (936) 856-2001 for more information.

* The Conference of Texas Baptist Evangelists has named its officers
for the year. Elected were Paul Cherry, president; Todd Keller, vice
president; Gary Newman, secretary/treasurer; Sam Craig, music director;
and Ricky Davis, assistant music director.

« Former Baylor University First Lady Mary McCall has been
presented the Founders Medallion for 2008. The medallion is reserved for
people whose service and contributions have been unusually significant to
the life and future of the university. McCall served the school as a student,
professor’s wife, parent, president’s wife and alumna. She has been a
member of numerous Baylor organizations and in 1982 was awarded the
W.R. White Meritorious Service Award. For many years, she was a Sunday
school teacher and trustee at First Church in Waco. She now is a member
of Park Cities Church in Dallas.




Mary Russell
McCall was
presented
the 2008
Founders
Medallion by
Dennis
Prescott,
vice
president for
development,
and Baylor
President
John M.
Lilley.

* Gabriel Cortes has been named director of church and alumni relations
at Baptist University for the Americas. He and his wife, Maria, have two
children, Esteban and Andres.
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Book Reviews

Before You Plan Your Wedding ... Plan Your Marriage by Greg and
Erin Smalley (Howard Books)

—

Little girls dream of wearing flowing white dresses and lovely sheer veils.
Brides and grooms, along with their families, spend hundreds of hours and
thousands of dollars making the fairy tale ceremony and reception come
true. But all too often, they forget that marriage for a lifetime is more
important than wedding for a day.

Before You Plan Your Wedding ... Plan Your Marriage offers guidance for
building a lasting Christlike union. In chapters ranging from “Will You
Forgive Me?” to “If Only We Had Known,” psychologists Erin and Greg
Smalley share principles for making marriage work. “Couple
exercises/homework” conclude each chapter, as the authors suggest
activities such as focusing on each other (and not the wedding) 20 minutes
a day.

“Bookshelf

What are you reading that
other Texas Baptists would
find helpful? Send
suggestions and reviews to
books@baptiststandard.com.

The Smalleys manage to tackle tough issues and differences in male-female
communication and expectations with humor and personal stories. They
share that early in their dating, Gary called Erin for a defining-the-
relationship talk. Over dinner, he indicated he felt pressured. Erin left the


http://www.amazon.com/Before-Plan-Your-Wedding-Plan-Marriage/dp/1416543546
mailto:books@baptiststandard.com

restaurant assuming they had broken up—a suspicion confirmed when he
didn’t call for some time. So she started dating another guy, much to
Greg’s surprise when he returned from a long trip he forgot to mention to
Erin.

Baptist Briefs
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Baptist Briefs

Fewer forced terminations in SBC churches last year. Forced
terminations in the Southern Baptist Convention were down during 2006.
The Southern Baptist Church-Minister Relations Association found 680 full-
time and bivocational pastors were forced out of their positions in 2006,
plus 265 staff members. While the total of 945 is 27 percent lower than the
1,302 reported for 2005, Barney Self, a former pastoral counselor with
LifeWay Christian Resources who conducted the survey, pointed out the
report lacked input from four state conventions. The omissions mean the
actual number of terminations may have been closer to 1,100, he noted.
According to the survey, control issues were the top reason for staff
dismissals—the same reason that has topped the surveys since they were
initiated in 1996.
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SBC conducts online survey about youth. Teenagers, their parents,
student ministry volunteers and youth ministers in Southern Baptist
churches are eligible to participate in an online survey through April 13.
Church registration for the survey, at www.sbcstudents.com/annualsurvey,
runs through the end of March. After the survey closes, each participating
church will be able to download a full report April 15. It will show the
responses of their congregation separated into groups without identifying
specific individuals who took the survey. All individual input will remain
confidential. Free online manuals will be made available to churches to
guide them in conducting workshops that bring key parents, youth and
leaders to the table to set a new direction based on the information
gathered from the survey. State conventions will be able to post statistics
from their states on their websites, while SBC entities will have access to
national figures to help determine effective directions for student ministry
within the convention. Participating churches, meanwhile, will be able to
compare their results with statewide and nationwide results.

Cartoon
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Shared meals at church take on
a different flavor to meet
changing needs
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Shared meals at church take on
a different flavor to meet changing
needs

By David Briggs
Religion News Service

AKRON, Ohio (RNS)—Andrew Hamilton still can taste the homemade apple,
cherry and peach pies that capped off the covered-dish church meals of his
youth in Lakeville, Mass.

In those days, children played on their own for hours while adults spent
Sunday afternoons in conversation. The church seemed like one big family,
said Hamilton, 44, pastor of Akron’s Springfield Church of the Brethren.
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Markesha
Kimmie,
10,
arranges
Kool-Aid
for a
supper at
Broadway
United
Methodist
Church in
Cleveland.
Many
churches
have
revamped
the
traditional
church
supper to
meet the
changing
needs of
busy
families.
(RNS
photo by
Lynn
Ischay/The
Plain
Dealer of
Cleveland)
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Healing & helping
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2nd Opinion:
Touch others: Healing & helping

By Jerry Hopkins

Educators learn a great deal about people—their views, virtues, vices and
other things. The aim of most teachers and educational administrators is to
help people. A central theme for educators is to be helpful, constructive
and positive.

This also is one of the important themes of Jesus’ life. In the historical book
known as Acts, author/historian Luke describes this: “God anointed Jesus of
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit, and with power, who went about doing good
and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him”
(Acts 10:38). Doing good and healing should characterize anyone’s life who
works with people.

—

The central theme of our lives should be to serve others like Jesus
did—offering healing, loving, helpful touches. Jesus went about doing good,
lifting and loving, rather than hurting and hindering; blessing and building,
rather than blighting and condemning. We need to do an audit of our lives,
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our attitudes and actions. Are we doing good, helping and healing?

DOWN HOME: A part of my
heart now beats in Europe
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DOWN HOME:
A part of my heart now beats in Europe

The last I saw of Molly was just a tiny glimpse of her luscious blonde hair.

Even after we finished our hugs and kisses and waves goodbye, Joanna and
I stood like statues outside airport security. We waited until we could see
our youngest daughter no more.

Somewhere between “We’ll miss you,” and “I’ll be praying for you every
day,” and “You'll have a great time; I'm so jealous,” and “We’ll be in touch
through IM and Skype,” and “Always travel in groups, and don’t stay
anyplace where you don’t feel safe,” Jo and I realized saying goodbye to our
kid was harder than we reckoned.

Of course, sending Molly abroad for a semester isn’t like shipping a child
off to war or waving farewell to a daughter or son bound for missions in the
Congo. But this was hard enough. This is our child, and she was about to be

so far gone.
—
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EDITORIAL.:
Candles alight for new Baptist unity

Would you rather light a candle or curse the darkness?

At least 10,000 candles glowed in Atlanta, pushing back the cursed
darkness of racism that enshrouded Baptists in this hemisphere for more
than 160 years.

Those “candles” actually were people—Baptists who defied nay-sayers and
doom-forecasters to attend the New Baptist Covenant convocation. They
brightened the bleak midwinter. They cast light toward a new spring, a
time for thawing frozen feelings; a time for planting seeds of reconciliation,
collaboration and infinite hope; a time for leaning into awkward trust,

unproven optimism and untested love.
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Nay-sayers did their best to dampen those candlewicks so they’d never
light. Doom-forecasters projected darkness for Atlanta, predicting
polarization. They said the whole thing was cooked up by Jimmy Carter to
promote a liberal Democratic agenda. They said the politicians would
pollute the well of naive goodwill with partisanship. They said white
attendance would be appalling and set racial reconciliation back five
generations. They said Southern Baptist Convention-haters would leverage
the platform to bash the SBC. They said Bill Clinton would campaign for his
wife. In sum, they declared disaster.

Board to honor Wade, vote on
Everett for Executive Director
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Everett for Executive Director

By Ken Camp
Managing Editor

DALLAS—The Baptist General Convention of Texas Executive Board will
honor a recently retired executive director Feb. 25 and vote on a nominee
for his replacement the next morning.

Executive director nominee Randel Everett and his wife, Sheila, will be
available to meet directors of the board individually throughout the day
Feb. 25. At a retirement dinner that evening, directors will recognize
Charles Wade for his eight years of service as executive director. Wade
retired Jan. 31.
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