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Pastor’s role in Obama campaign
spotlights race, pulpit freedom
By Robert Marus

Associated Baptist Press

ASHINGTON  (ABP)—While  the  political  consequences  of  Sen.  Barack
Obama’s recent speech on race created chatter for cable-news channels,
the  episode  is  noteworthy  for  another  reason,  according to  experts  in
religion and politics.

For the first time in modern American history, a presidential candidate’s
pastor and congregation are the cause of a major campaign controversy.

Black  liberation  theology
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Black liberation theology provides
the doctrine behind fiery rhetoric
By Rosemary Parrillo

Religion News Service

NEWARK,  N.J.  (RNS)—Jeremiah  Wright’s  condemnation  of  the  United
States—particularly pronouncing damnation on America—looped hundreds
of thousands of times on YouTube and news broadcasts. In the process, the
pastor preached himself and his most famous church member, presidential
contender Barack Obama, into a political maelstrom.

Quickly the question of race developed into a speed bump for the streaking
Obama campaign, leading the candidate to try to set the record straight
about his relationship with Wright, the fiery pastor who recently retired
from Chicago’s Trinity United Church of Christ.
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Obama pastor’s tough sermons just
part of long, prophetic tradition
By Adelle M. Banks

Religion News Service

WASHINGTON (RNS)—The longtime pastor of Sen. Barack Obama’s black
megachurch in Chicago has come under fire for sermons that many have
called racist, offensive—and even dangerous.

Jeremiah Wright has called the federal government the “U.S. of K.K.K. A.”
Just after the 9/11 terrorist attacks, Wright said “America’s chickens are
coming home to roost.”

Jeremiah
Wright
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Storylist for week of 3/31/08
TAKE ME TO: Top Story |  Texas |  Opinion |  Baptists |  Faith & Culture | 
Book Reviews |  Classifieds  |  Departments  |  Bible Study

• DBU president's leukemia in remission

• Beliefs alone not to blame when faith turns violent, scholars say

• Fundamentalists of all stripes want to turn back the clock

• Fundamentalist now applies to â��other groups that scare us'

• Judge dismisses Klouda lawsuit against seminary

• Capacity crowd at Congreso called to â��higher life'

• Report: Without changes, selling lottery doesn't add up

• Around the State
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• Texas Tidbits

When Faith Turns Militant
• Fundamentalists of all stripes want to turn back the clock

• Beliefs alone not to blame when faith turns violent, scholars say

• Fundamentalist now applies to â��other groups that scare us'

Jeremiah Wright: Politics, The Pulpit and YouTube
• When the preacher loses his cool, should church members take a hike?

• Pastor's role in Obama campaign spotlights race, pulpit freedom

• Black liberation theology provides the doctrine behind fiery rhetoric

• Obama pastor's tough sermons just part of long, prophetic tradition

Student Spring Break Ministry
 • Watch Video Reports From Spring Break Ministry

• Tarleton students see encounter with accident-victim as no accident

• Aggie BSM students minister at â��Mardis Gras of the North'

• Baylor students serve in Louisiana & New York, collect gift cards for
Union

 • Beach Reach volunteers make positive impact on
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South Padre

• DBU students have fun in the sun,  building homes in Louisiana and
Georgia

• Harlingen church trains champs during spring break

• HBU students drill well for Nicaraguan villagers

• Rice students serve in San Antonio over spring break

• UNT student missionaries show God's love to Mexican orphans

• Houston students minister to needy in Bay area

• UMHB students fan out to serve over spring break

• UT Southwestern medical team brings healing to Juarez

• Wayland students on mission in Plainview over spring break

• Howard Payne students assist community center in Austin

• Lamar students minister in South Texas

• Sam Houston State teams at Mission Arlington

Previously posted Spring Break stories
• For UT students, spring break missions was Grand

• TCU students focus on giving during spring break
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• Texas State students minister in Mexico

• New Baptist Covenant: Another meeting approved, but no permanent
structure

• Baptist Briefs

• ANALYSIS: Living in the gray with the Man in Black

• Supreme Court to revisit decency standards

• Faith Digest

• Books reviewed in this issue:The Great Awakening  by Jim Wallis, The
Betrayed by Lisa T. Bergren and May I Walk You Home? Sharing Christ’s
Love with the Dying by Melody Rossi.

• Texas Baptist Forum

• Classified Ads

• Cartoon

• Around the State

• EDITORIAL: Race relations, pastors & grace
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• DOWN HOME: From â��Please, Jesus!' to a new morning

• IN BETWEEN: Welcome, all Texas Baptists

• RIGHT or WRONG? Political correctness

• Texas Baptist Forum

• Bible Studies for Life Series for March 30: Living with passion for Jesus

• Explore the Bible Series for March 30: Renewing your commitment

• Bible Studies for Life Series for April 6: Moving out of your comfort zone

• Explore the Bible Series for April 6: When others hate you

Previously Posted:
• DBU president's leukemia in remission

• For UT students, spring break missions was Grand

• TCU students focus on giving during spring break

• Texas State students minister in Mexico

• Obama campaign spotlights
race, pulpit freedom
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• BRIEFS: Hymnal contents released

• Theologian urges greater sensitivity to suicide

• Is Religious Right dead or part of new center?

•  IRS  scrutiny  of  Obama's  denomination  may  signal  political-speech
crackdown

 •  Program  offers  stress  relief  for  South  Texas
families

• BCFS gets first-time parents off to a Great Start

• Does the â��evangelical center' include moderate Baptists?

• Will evangelical center emerge to rival waning Christian Right?
• See articles from the previous 3/17/08 issue here.

Tarleton  students  see
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Tarleton students see encounter
with accident-victim as no accident
About a dozen students from Tarleton State University traveled to South
Padre Island to  offer  free van rides,  pancake breakfasts  and words of
Christian witness to partiers on spring break. But they never expected to
render emergency first aid to accident victims and minister to anyone in a
hospital.

“Our group had an experience unlike any I have ever encountered at beach
reach in the past three years,” said Stephen Alexander, Baptist Student
Ministries intern at Tarleton.

• See Complete Spring
Break Ministry
Coverage Here

At about 1 a.m.,  the volunteers who provided van rides came upon an
accident scene. Fortunately, one of the Tarleton students, Brian Salge, is an
emergency medical technician and trained first-responder.

“He was the first EMT on the scene and immediately started giving first
aid,” Alexander recalled.
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RIGHT  or  WRONG?  Political
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RIGHT or WRONG?
Political correctness
More and more, when I treat people as I believe a Christian should,
other people dismiss my actions by saying something like, “That’s so
PC”—politically  correct.  Even  Christians  seem  to  reject  Jesus’
statement,  “Love  one  another.”  How should  I  respond?

DBU presidentâ��s leukemia in
remission
March 28, 2008
Posted: 3/26/08
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DBU president’s leukemia in remission
By Ken Camp

Managing Editor

Dallas Baptist University President Gary Cook has learned his leukemia is
in remission, and the possibility of a recurrence appears slim.

“I have wonderful news. God has healed me,” Cook wrote in a March 25
posting on the DBU website. “The 1 million-cell genetic study has been
completed, and I have no cancer cells. I am in remission!”

Bible Studies for Life Series for
April  6:  Moving  out  of  your
comfort zone
March 28, 2008
Posted: 3/26/08

Bible Studies for Life Series for April 6

Moving out of your comfort zone

• Genesis 12:1-8; 13:5-9, 14-16

By Gary Long
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Explore the Bible Series for April 6

When others hate you
• Genesis 37:2-11, 17-20, 28

By Donald Raney

First Baptist Church, Petersburg

Humans were created to be in relationship with other humans. It is one of
our most basic needs. That need can create in us a strong desire to be
accepted  by  others.  We often  look  for  validation  of  ourselves  through
seeking the approval of others. This in turn can lead us to exaggerate in
describing  our  accomplishments  and  blame  others  for  our  faults  or
shortcomings.
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Obama  campaign  spotlights  race,
pulpit  freedom
By Robert Marus

Associated Baptist Press

WASHINGTON (ABP)—While  the  political  consequences  of  Sen.  Barack
Obama’s March 18 speech on race created chatter for cable-news channels,
the  episode  is  noteworthy  for  another  reason,  according to  experts  in
religion and politics.

For the first time in modern American history, a presidential candidate’s
pastor and congregation are the cause of a major campaign controversy.
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March 30:  Living with passion
for Jesus
March 28, 2008
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Bible Studies for Life Series for March 30

Living with passion for Jesus

• Revelation 1:9-13,17-18; 3:14-22

By Gary Long

Explore  the  Bible  Series  for
March  30:  Renewing  your
commitment
March 28, 2008
Posted: 3/20/08

Explore the Bible Series for March 30
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Renewing your commitment
• Genesis 34:30-31; 35:1-7, 9-15

By Donald Raney

First Baptist Church, Petersburg

The Bible is full of great stories. Some of these inspire us to stretch our
faith while others teach us insights into the character of God or the nature
of  the  Christian  life.  Still  other  Bible  stories  shock  and  perhaps  even
disgust modern readers and many wonder why such stories were included
in the Bible.
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