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CYBER COLUMN:
Being  Jesus  to  the  Uncrustable
Generation
By Jinny Henson

Peanut butter and jelly. The combination of this salty-sweet concoction was
first  documented in World War II.  Soldiers mixed jelly  in  their  peanut
butter rations to make swallowing easier. Returning from the war, these
heroes brought back victory as well as a taste for these sandwiches.

Then in the late 1960s a combination of kitsch and kitchen hit the market
with the culinary triumph: Goober. I never acquired the palette for Goober.
The flavors far too prematurely intermingled. Like day-old nachos or wet
beach towels in the car. It just never jived in my mouth. Obviously it jazzed
someone’s taste buds, as the product born the year before I was remains a
staple in grocery stores across the country.
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BaptistWay Bible Series for September 2

Connecting the dots
• Romans 1: 1-17

By Andrew Daugherty
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Explore the Bible Series for September 2

God’s unique son
• Matthew 1:18-2:3, 7-11

By Travis Frampton

Hardin-Simmons University, Abilene

We have all  wondered at some point in our lives what God looks like.
Theologians have debated the question, along with the nature and identity
of  God,  for  centuries.  A  couple  of  years  ago,  I  thought  it  would  be
interesting to ask my youngest son, who was then 4 years old, his opinion.
Stopped  at  an  intersection  waiting  for  a  green  light,  I  looked  at  him
through the rear-view mirror and posed the question.

For a
printer-friendly
version, click
on the printer
icon at bottom

of page.
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Bible Studies for Life Series for September 2

Meeting Cultural Challenges

• Daniel 1:1-21

By Steve Dominy
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Whitney
Travis, a
senior at

Texas
A&M

University,
spent nine
weeks in

Huntsville
as a Go

Now
summer

missionary
with the
Baptist
General

Convention
of Texas.
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of missions
photos
here)

Student missionaries discover
Christ’s  presence  while  cleaning
toilets
By Jessica Dooley
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Communications Intern

The ideal summer vacation usually doesn’t involve cleaning restrooms or
talking to families of prisoners every day. But for more than 160 college
students, this is exactly what they believe God wanted them to do.

Through  the  Baptist  General  Convention  of  Texas’  Go  Now  Missions
program,  167 college students  devoted their  summer to  spreading the
gospel.  Some had  the  opportunity  to  minister  overseas  or  around  the
nation; others served in Texas.
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FLIP FLOPS. BIBLES. TEENAGERS:
YEC cultivates relationships with God

By Barbara Bedrick

Texas Baptist Communications

DALLAS–  Struggling  through  the  teenage  years  can  be  difficult  under
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ordinary circumstances, but for 13-year-old Raymond Lopez the road has
been particularly painful — until now.
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RIGHT or WRONG?
Welcoming the disabled
A disabled friend told me: “Your church is not friendly to people
with disabilities.  If  the Americans with Disabilities Act could be
applied, your congregation would be closed down.” If she’s right,
what have I missed theologically and ethically about our church? 
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Around the State
• The Texas Baptist Missions Foundation is hosting a Sept. 17 event to
help  North  Texas  churches  and  individuals  connect  with  mission
opportunities  through  Baptist  General  Convention  of  Texas  avenues.
“Celebrate Texas Missions” will be held at Park Cities Church in Dallas and
begin  at  10  a.m.  and  continue  until  1:30  p.m.  Among  the  groups
represented will be Texas Baptist Men, Buckner International, Woman’s
Missionary  Union  of  Texas,  WorldconneX,  and  the  BGCT’s  collegiate
ministry, community missions, border/Mexico, world hunger and worldwide
partnership arms. Paul Powell  will  be the keynote speaker for the free
gathering, which includes lunch provided by Texas Baptist Men.
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• Debbie Rippstein has been named executive director of Gracewood, the
Children at Heart Ministries residential program for single mothers and
their children in Houston. Children at Heart is an agency of the Baptist



General Convention of Texas.

• Gabriel Cortés  has been named special assistant to the president at
Baptist University of the Amercias after joining the university in 2004 as
executive  assistant  to  then-President  Albert  Reyes.  He  now  will  have
additional  responsibilities  for  directing a church relations program and
promoting the Center for Culture and Language Studies program.

•  Ninety-nine  University  of  Mary  Hardin-Baylor  students  were
awarded degrees during summer commencement ceremonies. Seventy-nine
earned bachelor’s degrees, and 20 were awarded master’s degrees. Keith
Bruce,  director  of  institutional  ministries  for  the  Baptist  General
Convention  of  Texas,  was  awarded  an  honorary  doctor  of  humanities
degree.
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Open plains, open hearts
welcome Austrian Baptists to Texas
By John Hall

Texas Baptist Communications

DALLAS—Open plains and open hearts helped show Austrian Baptists how
big the Baptist family is.

A group of Austrian Baptist youth recently finished a several-week-long trip
through Texas, during which they served at Mission Arlington, ministered
through Woodlawn Baptist  Church in  Austin  and participated in  Super
Summer at Hardin-Simmons University.
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Baptist Briefs
Some SBC leaders endorse blog. Several prominent Baptist leaders have
publicly  endorsed  a  groundbreaking  blog  operated  by  reform-minded
pastors within the Southern Baptist Convention. The endorsers include the
presidents of three SBC entities and a college president—Morris Chapman,
president of the SBC’s Executive Committee; Thom Rainer, president of
LifeWay  Christian  Resources;  Jerry  Rankin,  president  of  the  SBC’s
International  Mission  Board;  and  David  Dockery,  president  of  Union
University. All have posted messages of support for SBCOutpost.com. The
weblog, previously run by Georgia pastor Marty Duren, relaunched in June
as a collaborative site with the goal of becoming the “premier site for
Southern  Baptist  news  and  commentary.”  All  of  the  bloggers  are
conservatives and have been involved in efforts to reform the Southern
Baptist Convention, which most say has become too narrow and moribund
under the leadership of an older generation of biblical inerrantists.

NAMB plans  to  sell  FamilyNet.  Southern  Baptists’  North  American
Mission  Board  plans  to  sell  its  FamilyNet  to  Atlanta  pastor  Charles
Stanley’s  In  Touch  Ministries.  NAMB  trustees  reportedly  voted
unanimously Aug. 8 to accept a letter of intent from In Touch outlining the
ministry’s intent to buy the television network. Under terms of the letter,
NAMB and In Touch Ministries will work together to evaluate and negotiate
the planned sale and purchase of FamilyNet, and finalize details for the

https://baptiststandard.com/archives/2007-archives/baptist-briefs473/
http://sbcoutpost.com/
http://www.namb.net/
http://www.namb.net/
http://www.intouch.org/


sale on or before Oct. 31.
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Black churches face challenges
in maintaining musical tradition
By Bob Faw

Religion & Ethics NewsWeekly
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MEMPHIS, Tenn. (RNS)—Music,  for many, is  at the heart of  the black
worship experience.

“Music  comes  as  a  softener  of  people,”  said  Frank Thomas,  pastor  of
Mississippi Boulevard Christian Church in Memphis, Tenn. “It allows me to
gradually open myself to receive the word. That’s why you have so much
music in church, because people can’t just receive … the raw word.”

Glen McMillan leads the choir at Concord
Baptist Church of Christ in Brooklyn, N.Y.
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Book Reviews
The Mr. and Mrs. Happy Handbook: Everything I Know About Love
and Marriage by Steve Doocy (William Morrow)
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Nonfiction has come a long way from the inner lives of grasshoppers and
the complexity of moon rocks. 

In The Mr. & Mrs. Happy Handbook, a reindeer falls from the sky and dents
the family car, an anaconda is under the patio, author Steve Doocy and his
wife, Kathy, end up spending their honeymoon at a remote leper colony,
and concerned kids  are asking about  the birds and the bees—and the
carrot. Try explaining that one.

What are you reading that
other Texas Baptists would

find helpful? Send
suggestions and reviews to

books@baptiststandard.com.

In this laugh-out-loud book about married life, Doocy, co-host of Fox and
Friends, shares the nitty-gritty about love, married life, family and what to
do when the neighbors’ kid starts foaming at the mouth. Blame it on the
Easter bunny.
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