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Baseball manager believes he's in
Japan for a reason

By Toby Druin
Editor Emeritus

GEORGETOWN-If Trey Hillman were a less honorable man, he might be
managing the Texas Rangers in the American League instead of the
Hokkaido Ham Fighters in Japan's Pacific League. But it would have hurt
his Christian witness, which he is able to share in unprecedented ways in
his new home.
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* Wellness: Nutrition facts

* Wellness: Dental healtht

* Study finds 'surprising' level of paranormal belief

» New Jersey court leaves gay marriage terminology to legislature
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» Fit or fat? Covered-dish dinners take toll on Baptists' health

 Baylor among most physically fit schools

* BGCT reorganized but not downsized

* Churches' Hurricane Katrina response offers lessons

» Motion: a[JJPastor, ask her to marry you'

» Empty bowls help fill ministry's empty shelves

* On the Move

* Around the State

» Texas Tidbits

(%]
 Baptist Briefs
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* Network reaffirms call for &[J[Jculture of life'
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* Books reviewed in this issue: To Own a Dragon: Reflections on Growing
Up Without a Father by Donald Miller & John MacMurray, Welcome to Fred
by Brad Whittington, Driven by Eternity by John Bevere and The Beloved
Community: How Faith Shapes Social Justice, From the Civil Rights
Movement to Today by Charles Marsh.
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« EDITORIAL: Who will you trust on Election Day?

* DOWN HOME: Never too late to do something new

« TOGETHER: 4[J]JWe do our business out in the open'

* 2nd Opinion: Political party? Irrelevant question

* RIGHT or WRONG? Christian maturity

» Texas Baptist Forum

» Cybercolumn by Berry Simpson: Hope
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 BaptistWay Bible Series for October 29: Offer thanks to God for his

abundant qifts

* Bible Studies for Life Series for October 29: Endure difficult times with
God's strength

» Explore the Bible Series for October 29: Christ's sacrifice is sufficient for
all sin
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» BaptistWay Bible Series for November 5: God is the only source of true
wisdom

» Bible Studies for Life Series for November 5: Live in relationship, not
rebellion

» Explore the Bible Series for November 5: Exercise confidence in your
relationship with God
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» Former White House insider urges Christian political a[Jjfast'

» Supreme Court refuses to hear Scout appeal

» CBF names Truett as identity partner

* Coalition urges end to Darfur genocide

» Seminary delays endowment transfer

* Dell volunteers staff festival for children & families in need

» Second-generation UMHB student from Zimbabwe makes mark
» Mexico trips spark desire to meet needs immediately

* Brazil mission trip seen as a[JJanything but average'

» From far North to Deep South, DBU volunteers serve
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 Volunteers give makeover ministry facility a facelift

* Josue Valerio to lead BGCT missions section

* Youth Revival Movement honored at Truett

See complete list of articles from our 10/16/ 2006 issue here.
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BGCT executive
board member
Al Flores during
a question and
answer session
following the
presentation of
the investigation
into alleged
misappropriation
of BGCT church
starting funds in
the Rio Grande
Valley. (Photos
by Barbara
Bedrick/BGCT)

Evidence found of misuse of Valley
funds

By Ken Camp
Managing Editor

DALLAS—A five-month investigation uncovered evidence Baptist General
Convention of Texas church starting funds were misused between 1999 and
2005 in the Rio Grande Valley.

At a called meeting of the BGCT Executive Board Oct. 31, investigators
reported they discovered up to 98 percent of the 258 church starts
reported by three pastors in the Valley—Otto Arango, Aaron de la Torre
and Armando Vera—no longer exist. And some never existed, except on



paper. The BGCT gave more than $1.3 million in start-up funding and
monthly financial support to those 258 churches.



