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Definition of 'days'

Nora Ann Best's insistence that the “days” of Genesis 1 must be interpreted
as 24-hour days (Oct. 3) is inconsistent with the use of the same word in
Genesis 2:4.

The  introductory  statement  in  this  verse  clearly  applies  to  the  whole
sequence of creation described in subsequent verses. Thus, “day” is used to
mean an age or era of time.

Letters are welcomed. Send them to
marvknox@baptiststandard.com; 250

words maximum.
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"We call him our missionary lizard. When
people realize the T. Rex lived in Eden, it
will lead us to a discussion of the gospel."

Mark Looy
Vice president at the Answers in Genesis
museum, whose animatronic dinosaurs
display is designed to teach creation

science (BP)

"The landscape of sports is so
crazy–parents beating up coaches, NBA
players going into the stands, baseball
players getting traded halfway through
the season. A wooden bat and a leather

ball make a horrible god. We say, let's go
to the Bible."
Dan Britton

Fellowship of Christian Athletes vice
president, linking a change in athletic
culture to a trend toward spirituality

among athletes (Washington Post/RNS)

"It's a mind-blowing concept that the God
who created the universe might be

looking for company, a real relationship
with people, but the thing that keeps me
on my knees is the difference between
grace and karma. … Love interrupts, if

you like, the consequences of your
actions, which in my case is very good
news indeed, because I've done a lot of

stupid stuff."
Bono

Lead singer of the rock group U2 (World
magazine/RNS)



Furthermore,  the  sequence  of  events  described in  Genesis  1  does  not
match that in Genesis 2. Various reconciliations have been proposed (space
does not permit discussion of them here), but they are unsatisfying.

We  conservative  Christians  who  believe  the  Bible  should  try  actually
reading  it  and  allowing  it–rather  the  notion  favored  by  the  loudest
faction–to  determine  what  we  believe.  A  careful,  unbiased  reading  of
Genesis 1 and 2 leads me to the inescapable conclusion that they are not
intended to be scientific, sequential descriptions of creation.

As  to  integrating  evolution  and  the  Bible,  Best  and  many  others  do
essentially the same thing when they accept that the earth revolves around
the  sun.  This  is  a  scientific  finding  that  disagrees  with  a  literal
interpretation of Psalm 96:10, 1 Chronicles 16:30, Psalm 93:1 and Psalm
119:90. I do not believe this suggests that the Bible is wrong. However, it
should  serve  as  a  warning that  the  most  direct  and apparently  literal
interpretation of Scripture is not always the right interpretation.

Those  who  insist  people  cannot  believe  in  evolution  and  be  “real
Christians”  should  perhaps  be  a  bit  more  humble  (biblical)  in  their
judgments of others.

Stephen Pruett

Bossier City, La.

Worship options

Recently, my wife and I decided to visit a church in a town near where we
live. On Saturday, we drove by the church to see what time the Sunday
morning worship service started.

It was amusing as we read the three worship service times listed on the
sign. These times of Sunday morning worship were based upon whether we



wanted a traditional worship service, a contemporary worship service or a
worship service designed to be a combination of both the traditional and
the contemporary worship experience.

Do you feel you are being pressed into a mold in order to be conformed to
all of the externals of these worship experiences?

Jesus tells  us in John 4:19-24 that  God is  a spirit  and that  those who
worship God must worship God in spirit and in truth. Jesus was talking to a
person who had been taught that to worship God she had to be at a certain
place at a certain time with certain people. Jesus tells her it is not about the
time or the place or the people. Jesus tells her (us) that true worship is a
personal  internal  experience  that  takes  place  in  her  spirit  and  is  not
dependent on being in any certain place at  any certain time with any
certain people.

True worship takes place when our spirit is in communion with the Spirit of
God. The source of the worship is the true Spirit of God communing with
our spirit.

Don Bebee

Liberty Hill

Seminary booth

While I am not thrilled with all that has transpired at Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary over the last few years, I disagree with the Baptist
General  Convention  of  Texas'  decision  to  deny  exhibit  space  to  the
seminary at the BGCT annual meeting.

What is to be gained by such a decision but to further drive a wedge
between those who support us and those who disagree with us? There are
hundreds of innocent students at Southwestern who are training to serve



God in churches in Texas and elsewhere. This decision is as if we are telling
these students, “We don't want you serving a BGCT church if you attend
Southwestern Seminary.”

Why can't we as a convention lay politics (that's all it is) aside and get on
with the work of the kingdom instead of worrying about such trivial things
as who should or who should not have exhibit space at the convention?
How many members of the BGCT Executive Board and members of the
BGCT staff have degrees from Southwestern?

Larry Stuart

Del Rio
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