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Texas Tidbits
Baylor names faith and learning director. Baylor University has named
Douglas Henry, assistant professor of philosophy in the university's honors
college, as director of Baylor's Institute for Faith and Learning. Henry has
been acting director of  the institute,  whose stated goal  is  to integrate
academic  excellence  and Christian  commitment.  He  holds  a  bachelor's
degree from Oklahoma Baptist  University,  and he earned master's  and
doctorate degrees from Vanderbilt University.

ETBU dean  honored.  Carolyn  Harvey,  dean  of  the  Frank  S.  Groner
Endowed Memorial School of Professional Studies department of nursing at
East Texas Baptist University, received a Friends of Public Health Award
from the Texas Department of Health. The award recognizes groups or
individuals committed to improving public health. In October, Harvey led
senior  ETBU nursing students  in  a  project  that  included conducting a
health  assessment  of  the  area  surrounding  Caddo  Lake,  along  with
providing area residents with flu shots, cholesterol and diabetes tests, and
information on breast and prostate cancer.

DBU receives gift. Dallas Baptist University received a $100,000 gift from
real-estate executive Ebby Halliday that will be used in conjunction with
the university's Ruth Ray Hunt Challenge grant. Halliday has been a DBU
supporter and benefactor for more than 30 years and has contributed to
numerous scholarship funds and building campaigns.
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TOGETHER;
Teams asked to provide bold vision
Revisioning and restructuring have captured a lot of attention lately in
Baptist General Convention of Texas life. What God wants from churches
and what role this convention should play in helping congregations become
all God dreams them to be are the questions being considered.

Four  teams are  seeking God's  direction regarding his  vision for  Texas
Baptists. They are praying, sharing ideas and visualizing what our work
would look like if  we could be gripped by God's passion for us.  Laity,
ministers–older  and  younger–and  BGCT  staff  comprise  the  teams.
Additionally, I am working with associational directors of missions, CEOs of
our  institutions,  seminary  students  and  others  to  get  their  ideas  and
concerns on the table.

Undergirding  this  deliberation  and dreaming is  a  prayer  team,  quietly
working behind the scenes to lift these work groups to the Lord. I have
asked them to pray specifically for three things–that we will know the mind
of  Christ  (Philippians  2:5),  that  we will  have  wisdom beyond our  own
(James 1:5) and that we will have courage to move forward as God directs
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(Joshua 1:9). Please join them in praying.

CHARLES

WADE

Executive

Director

BGCT

Executive

Board
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Posted: 3/19/04

WMU board affirms BWA,
sets $5 million goal for offering
By Ferrell Foster

Texas Baptist Communications

DALLAS–The Woman's Missionary Union of Texas board of directors has
affirmed its continuing support for the Baptist World Alliance, the BWA
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Women's Department and the North American Baptist Women's Union.
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• Missionary narrowly misses Madrid bombing

• Two Texans among Baptist missionaries killed, hurt in Iraq

• Two Texans among Baptist missionaries killed, hurt in Iraq

• Church member's  prayers for ethnic inclusiveness answered after 50
years

• Ethnic minorities to chair all seven appointed 2004 BGCT committees

• WMU board affirms BWA, sets $5 million goal for offering

• Call to ministry may be in a variety of vocations, hospital CEO insists

• On the Move
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• Around the State

• Texas Tidbits

Deep in the Heart of Texans:
• Range Writer Western author Elmer Kelton

Posted previously on 3/12
• Hardin-Simmons University  considers  letting students  hold dances in
campus facilities

• Panhandle preaching conference focuses on reconciliation

• Some ministers' children drawn to life of ministry

• Most preachers' kids reject church, informal survey reveals

• Houston church believes ministry begins at home, particularly among the
church staff

• Emergency food shipment arrives in war-torn Haiti

• Evangelicals make mark on society as they bring faith into marketplace,
author says

• Missionary narrowly misses Madrid bombing

• Resort missionary takes gospel message to Tahoe ski slopes

• Judge rules Missouri Convention lacks standing for suit; leaders pledge
fight

• BWA seeks to put conflict behind, issues statement affirming doctrine
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• Baptist Briefs

Posted previously on 3/12
• CBF enters partnership with African Baptists

• NAMB chaplain numbers appear on the rise

• Parents want sex education courses to emphasize abstinence,  survey
shows

• Teens listen to parents' advice about sex, survey indicates

Posted previously on 3/12
• At 95, Bev Shea still awed by the wonder of it all

• Worship growing more diversified, survey of Protestant churches says

• More 'Buster' pastors, Barna research says

• Churches slow to acknowledge members have problem with pornography

• Gay marriage makes headlines, but it won't sway elections, poll reveals

Posted previously on 3/12
• Hearing held on same-sex marriage

• Park Service opposes funding to preserve Spanish missions

• California court denies Catholic charity religious exemption

• Around the State
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• On the Move

• Classified Ads

• Texas Baptist Forum

• EDITORIAL: Christians must insist state support quality education

• Down Home: Coveting leaves sinner 'flushed'

• Together: Teams asked to provide bold vision

• ANOTHER VIEW by Brent Walker: 'Under God' invokes multiple issues

• Texas Baptist Forum

• LifeWay Explore the Bible Series for March 28: Respect for all people
marks a healthy church

• LifeWay Family Bible Series for March 28: Act boldly when following
God's direction

• LifeWay Explore the Bible Series for April 4: Money matters, but keep it
in perspective

• LifeWay Family Bible Series for April 4: Christ's suffering was born out of
his great love

See articles from previous issue 3/08/04 here.
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CYBERCOLUMN:
Amazing, costly grace
By Jeanie Miley

It was so quiet in the banquet room of the hotel that you could almost hear
the blood coursing through peoples’ veins. The speaker owned the room.

Only recently, this man had been released from prison after serving time on
Death Row. After decades, he was a free man, thanks to the help of those
who never gave up on him and never quit believing in his innocence. My
mind struggled to wrap itself around the awfulness of the wasted years. I
wept at the thought of how precious freedom must be to him.

Jeanie
Miley
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HSU  considers  allowing  on-campus
dances
ABILENE—Hardin-Simmons University's administrative council will decide
whether to permit supervised on-campus dances as a part of student social
activities.

Student Congress President Ash Wright and Parliamentarian Wayne Holder
recently  asked  the  university's  trustees  to  consider  allowing  campus
facilities to be used for social activities that include student mixers and
dances.

Currently,  student organizations have off-campus social  gatherings that
include dancing. These activities are chaperoned or sponsored, but there is
added expense in renting facilities and hiring security,  student leaders
maintained.

Storylist_11204
March 19, 2004
Posted 1/09/04
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• African Truett student sees God in suffering

• Advocates for homeless see little hope apart from spiritual renewal

• Number of hungry in developing countries increased in late 1990s

• African Truett student sees God in suffering

• Buckner seeking North Texas host families for orphaned 'angels' visiting
from Russia

•  Evangelism and  Missions  Conference  offers  more  than  30  seminars,
specialized training

• Fire-eating evangelist knows how to draw crowds

• Pastor sees prayer as a black-and-white matter

• Church's 'Moon Rock' concert benefits foreign missions

• 'Big God' leads small church to take on complex ministries

• Joy multiplied with nursing home shopping network
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• Russian seminary leader seeks churches to adopt students

• On the Move

• Around the State

• Texas Tidbits

HOMELESSNESS
• HOMELESSNESS: No easy answers

• Advocates for homeless see little hope apart from spiritual renewal

• New models emerging for ministry to homeless population

• Number of hungry in developing countries increased in late 1990s

• Committee urges SBC to cut ties, funding to Baptist World Alliance

• Latin American Baptists protest report

• BGCT leaders express grief over SBC withdrawal from BWA

• German theologian disputes committee report's truthfulness

• Evangelist Graham falls, undergoes hip replacement surgery in Florida

• Baptists offer disaster relief in Iran after earthquake rocks Bam area

• Baptist Briefs
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• Iraqi pastor looks ahead to bright future, not back to prison

• Samaritans want to share vision of peace with other people in Middle
East

• Religious community challenged to stand against international sex trade

• Court affirms inmate's religious liberty claim

• Voucher bill awaits Congress

• Survey explores connection between students & God

• Classifed Ads

• Texas Baptist Forum

• On the Move

• Around the State

• DOWN HOME: Attic's all clean, thanks to mama
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• Editorial: SBC departure from BWA follows familiar pattern

• Another View: Unexpected discovery reinforces eternal reality of hope

• Together: BWA merits Texas Baptists' support

• LifeWay Explore the Bible Series for Jan. 18: God values greatly the lives
of all people

• LifeWay Explore the Bible Series for Jan. 25: Wisdom for establishing a
home built to last

• LifeWay Family Bible Series for Jan. 18: Human life is sacred in the sight
of God

• LifeWay Family Bible Series for Jan. 25: Learning to wait for God's timing
signals growth

See articles from our previous issue 11/22/03
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• Houston-area Baptists score big with Super Bowl outreach

• Girl's birthday 'wish list' taught her friends: 'It's more blessed to give than to receive'

• West Texas children's choir warms up to idea of making a difference

• Houston's Super Bowl visitors hear the gospel

• Houston-area Baptists score big with Super Bowl outreach

• Girl's birthday 'wish list' taught her friends: 'It's more blessed to give than to receive'

• West Texas children's choir warms up to idea of making a difference

• Texas Baptist Men show Christian love to Iranian refugees in tent city

• Smith nominated as TBM director after serving as long-term interim

• AMC theater chain gives tentative approval to edgy BGCT ad

• 'The Passion of The Christ' more than a movie

• Cornerstone helps other ministries along Rio Grande meet human needs

• Postmodern people seek 'spiritual family,' Berryhill insists

• Stick with biblical fund-raising method, Austin urges

• Texas Envoys' seminary service impacts ministry throughout Europe, Asia

• Waller prescribes dose of humility for preachers with dubious doctorates

• Let Christians become society's key storytellers, Seay says

• Hands of Luke ministry a daily walk of faith for its director

• SBC pull-out from BWA would harm global Baptist witness, leaders say
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• Texas Baptists pass halfway mark toward goal of 777 new churches

• Homeless coalition names Austin one of the 'meanest' cities in U.S.

• On the Move

• Around the State

• Texas Tidbits

HISPANIC EVANGELISM CONFERENCE
• Worship, service, witness all flow from ove for God, evangelist tells Hispanic conference

• Relationships key in evangelism and worship, Smith says

• BGCT online ministerial job search engine now available in Spanish

• Different generations, different needs among Hispanic Texans, Zapata says

• Hispanic and Anglo churches trading places

• Graham plans Kansas City 'Heart of America' crusade

• Coalition draws fire for Muslim connections

• IMB creates sexual abuse hotline for victims

• Baptist Briefs

• Shuttle Columbia widows' grief gives gospel global platform

• No longer 'playmaker,' now Michael Irvin Irvin finds glory in God

• Pledge to 'one nation under God' spurs debate

• Analysts debate meaning, existence of voters' 'religion gap'

• State Department names chief violators of religious liberty worldwide

• Halftime peep show sparks call for restraint
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• Spiritual issues of interest to college students more than profs, study says

• Texas Baptist Forum

• Classified Ads

• On the Move

• Around the State

• Editorial: Let's talk about sex some more

• Editorial: Seminary's homosexuality stand consistent with BGCT precedent

• Down Home: Valentine's plans cross in the mail

• Together: Repentance offers sin's only remedy

• Another View: Now is time to do unto the SBC as it's doing unto the BWA

• Texas Baptist Forum

• Cybercolumn for 2/09 by John Duncan: God and fishermen

• LifeWay Explore the Bible Series for Feb. 8: Alcohol steals the abundant
life God proffers

• LifeWay Family Bible Series for Feb. 8: The difference in praying and
saying prayers

• LifeWay Explore the Bible Series for Feb. 15: God's wisdom is necessary
for sexual purity

• LifeWay Family Bible Series for Feb. 15: Reaping rewards from a focused
Bible study
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• LifeWay Explore the Bible Series for Feb. 22 :  Wisdom about money
begins with right priorities

• LifeWay Family Bible Series for Feb. 22 :  The stewardship of  giving
stimulates growth

See articles from previous issue 1/26/04 here.
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Our Front Page Articles
• Students stick to prayer at start of each school day

• It's a full house at the Walls'

• Suburban church clarifies its purpose, learns how to resolve differences

• BGCT, San Antonio Baptists to pilot volunteer disaster response network

• LifeWay pulls VBS promotion with questionable endorsement quote

• Former San Marcos Baptist Academy staffer charged with molesting 17-year-old student
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• Movie's proponents call 'Passion of Christ' stained-glass window for the 21st century

• Logsdon student returns to South Africa for 10 months of study, service

• Church brings sound of music to young people in small East Texas town

• Peace in Israel requires 'transforming initiative,' pastor tells Jewish group

• Memorial Church marks memorable day with time capsule

• Follow Christ's call without regard to consequences, Mercer tells students

• ETBU guaranteed cost plan will lock in expenses

• Judge dismisses most counts in Dennehy lawsuit

• Semester missions helps confirm Wayland student's calling

• Baylor Alumni Association names CEO

• Job changes noted for five BGCT staff

• Texas churches picking Bible study material cafeteria-style

• Get small to make big campus impact, college students told

• Students stick to prayer at start of each school day

• Cibolo church learns more than just history lesson from tabernacle replica

• Exemption loss presents Kingsville church a taxing dilemma

• True Vine Baptist Church growing like kudzu, baptizing 120 in 10 months

• Suburban church clarifies its purpose, learns how to resolve differences

• It's a full house at the Walls'

• On the Move

• Around the State

• Texas Tidbits
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• Graham backs SBC name change

• Executive Committee endorses SBC pullout from Baptist World Alliance

• NAMB stops endorsing women for military, federal chaplain positions

• IMB reports passing half-million mark in baptisms worldwide for first time

• Baptist Briefs

• French ban on religious symbols sparks international outcry

• Christian Fitness Body & soul

• Health-conscious Christians ask, 'What would Jesus eat?'

• San Francisco grants gay couples marriage licenses

• Filibuster halts lawmakers' attempt to limit or undo gay marriage ruling

• Ten Commandments back on display, but they're not alone

• National Digest

• Texas Baptist Forum

• Classified Ads

• On the Move

• Around the State

• Editorial: Our sins nailed Jesus to the cross

• Editorial: Stand in the gap for BWA

• Down Home: Cold or virus? Both are painful
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• TOGETHER: Be prepared for 'Passion' follow-up

• COMMENTARY: Keep the government's nose out of our seminaries

• Cybercolumn for 3/01 by Brett Younger: A day out in the snow

• Cybercolumn for 2/23 by Berry D. Simpson: Listen to the music

• Cybercolumn for 2/16 by Jeanie Miley: “Yes” of the heart
• Cybercolumn for 2/09 by John Duncan: God and fishermen

• Texas Baptist Forum

• LifeWay Explore  the  Bible  Series  for  Feb.  29:  Financial  wisdom for
financial managers

• LifeWay Family Bible Series for Feb. 29: Serve God for his glory, not for
earthly gain

• LifeWay Explore the Bible Series for March 7: The gospel is all about
changing people's lives

• LifeWay Family Bible Series for March 7: God selects his leaders from
those who listen

See articles from previous issue 2/09/03 here.
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CBF begins partnership to aid
Haitians_32204
March 19, 2004
Posted: 3/12/04

CBF begins partnership to aid Haitians
By Bob Perkins Jr.

CBF Communications

ATLANTA–The Cooperative Baptist Fellowship will begin a partnership in
Haiti  to  address  the  needs  of  the  poorest  country  in  the  Western
Hemisphere and one of the poorest in the world.

House  vote  critical  of  China’s
human rights record_32204
March 19, 2004
Posted: 3/12/04

House vote critical of China's human
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rights record
WASHINGTON (BP)—The U.S. House of Representatives and a bipartisan
criticize  China's  human  rights  commission  have  called  on  the  Bush
administration to  promote a  resolution at  a  United Nations conference
insisting China halt its violations of human rights.

The House voted 402-2 for a resolution urging the U.S. representative at
the upcoming U.N. Commission on Human Rights to lead an effort to adopt
a  measure  calling  on  China  to  meet  the  international  community's
standards  on  human  rights.

The U.S.  Commission on International  Religious Freedom endorsed the
House's call for the resolution.

Court  rules  Catholic  Charities
must provide contraceptives as
part of health benefits_32204
March 19, 2004
Posted: 3/12/04

Court  rules  Catholic  Charities  must
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cover
contraceptives  as  part  of  health
benefits
By Robert Marus

ABP Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON (ABP)—The California Supreme Court has ruled a Catholic
social-service  agency  must  provide  contraceptives  as  part  of  its
prescription-drug  benefit  for  employees,  raising  alarms  among  some
religious-liberty  watchers.


