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SBC studies seminaries
but doesn't intend to close any
ARLINGTON–Rumors  that  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  will  close,
merge or move its two smallest seminaries are false, according to the SBC
leader who set up a task force to study seminary effectiveness.

But the convention is considering how to improve ministerial training in the
areas  served  by  Golden  Gate  and  Midwestern  Baptist  theological
seminaries,  reported  Gary  Smith,  chairman  of  the  SBC  Executive
Committee.

Questions  about  the  fate  of  Midwestern  and  Golden  Gate  seminaries
resurfaced in mid-July, resurrecting a rumor that they would be shut down.
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Revival
participants

gather
under a

large white
tent in

Saint Jo,
many

holding
bottles of

water
distributed
for free to
help beat
the Texas

heat.

Tent  revival  draws  a  crowd  in
Montague County
By Jo Gray

Special to the Standard

SAINT JO–A wooden sign posted near Hwy. 82 on the outskirts of this small
town carried the words “Coming Soon.”
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Texas Tidbits
UMHB raises the bar. The University of Mary Hardin-Baylor has raised
the admissions requirements for first-time freshmen, effective fall 2004.
Entering freshmen must rank in the top 50 percent of an accredited high
school graduating class and score a minimum of 950 on the Scholastic
Achievement Test. University officials said the change will help ensure that
students who enroll at UMHB will have successful tenures there and will
help  control  enrollment.  The  Belton  school  already  has  enrolled  469
freshmen for this fall, compared to 400 freshmen enrolled at the same time
last year. Students who do not meet the new requirements may still be
accepted on a provisional status.

 Davis  named  special  assistant  to  Sloan.  Tommye  Lou  Davis,
associate professor of classics and a master teacher at Baylor University,
has been named special assistant to President Robert Sloan. She will assist
the  president  with  strategic,  communication  and  organizational  issues,
project management and constituency relations. She has taught at Baylor
since her graduation from the university in 1966. She has been a member
of the Faculty Senate and has served on the board of the Baylor Alumni
Association. She also chairs the committee seeking to lure the George W.
Bush Presidential  Library  to  Waco.  She and her  husband,  Donald,  are
members of First Baptist Church of Waco.

 San Antonio agency gets  grant.  The  Meadows Foundation  has
awarded a $250,000 challenge grant to Baptist Child & Family Services of
San Antonio. The grant relates to a $10 million capital campaign to develop
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a  110-acre  campus  for  non-profit  organizations.  The  Baptist  General
Convention  of  Texas  agency  also  is  working  to  meet  a  $1.2  million
challenge grant from the Mabee Foundation by Dec. 31.
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TOGETHER:
Partnership can change both groups
The  National  Baptist  Convention  of  Mexico  celebrated  its  100th
anniversary last  week in Mexico City.  I  was invited to  speak to them,
sharing  three  essential  elements  to  biblical  revival–prayer,  vision  and
cooperation.

Until Jesus comes again, Mexico and Texas are “joined at the hip.” We have
signed a covenant agreement pledging that the Baptist General Convention
of Texas will cooperate with the National Baptist Convention of Mexico to
achieve our common objectives in prayer,  evangelism, church planting,
missions,  benevolent  ministries  and  leadership  training.  Staff
representatives  from  both  conventions  are  exploring  ways  that  our
churches,  institutions  and  convention  ministries  can  work  together  in
achieving these objectives.
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We already have seen significant cooperative efforts under way in meeting
human needs through River Ministry, our Texas Baptist hospitals and Texas
Partnerships  working  with  the  Baptist  Hospital  in  Guadalajara,  and
countless  ministries  of  individual  churches.  In  the  area  of  leadership
training, exciting conversations are going on between our Texas Baptist
institutions and the two Mexican Baptist seminaries.
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Wayland's virtual campus growing
By Jonathan Petty

Wayland Baptist University

PLAINVIEW–Four years ago, Wayland Baptist University had about 150
students studying online. Today, the West Texas-based university reaches
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out to 850 cyber students.
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William Jewell faces defunding in '04
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (ABP)–Leaders of the Missouri Baptist Convention
voted July 15 to eliminate funding for William Jewell College because of the
school's handling of homosexuality and other moral issues.

The  convention's  Executive  Board  deleted  the  school  from next  year's
recommended  budget  after  investigating  the  college's  practices  and
policies. If approved by messengers to the fall Missouri Baptist Convention
annual meeting, the move would effectively end the convention's 154-year
relationship with the Baptist school.

David Sallee, William Jewell's president, said the board's decision reflected
a desire to control the college. But Charles Burnett, chair of a committee
investigating the school, said funding should be denied because the college
failed to “fall in line with what we believe are God's teachings.”
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Enjoying the
birthday party

are Mary
Humphries of

Lindale, former
president of

Woman's
Missionary Union
of Texas, and Joy
Fenner, former

executive
director-treasurer

of Texas WMU.

Rebekah Naylor,
surgeon and former
administrator at the
Bangalore Baptist
Hospital, tells the
Texas Leadership

Conference about her
experiences as a

medical missionary in
India.

Texas WMU Leadership Conference
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participants told they have 'promises
to keep'
By Ken Camp

Texas Baptist Communications

WACO–More  than  1,000  women  gathered  at  Baylor  University  for  a
birthday party–the 50th for Texas Leadership Conference, formerly known
as Woman's Missionary Union House Party, and the 90th for the Girls in
Action missions program.
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Church zoning law faces challenge
By Adelle Banks

Religion News Service

LOS ANGELES (RNS)–A California district judge has declared a portion of
the law aimed at helping houses of worship overcome land-use disputes
unconstitutional.
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Article List for 7/28/03 issue

GO TO SECTIONS:
• Texas      • Baptists     
• Religion      • Departments      • Opinion      • Bible Study     
All new articles from our 7/28 issue posted 7/26/03

• Baylor “Family Dialogue” resembled family feud

• Baylor regents drop investigation of Jaclanel McFarland

• Texas Baptists Committed meeting focuses on religious liberty

• Acteens plant seeds of love in hard Alaskan soil

• African American Fellowship called to be relevant

• Armenian convert feeds faith in Texas

• BGCT reduces Dallas workforce by 10 percent

• Bible readings reach out

• Deaf called to more prayer

• Bikers feel the Spirit at unique Church in the Wind
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• Pastors shows school spirit as 'Bleacher Preacher'

• Baptist aid blows into town with hurricane

• Whirlwind of activity greets new camp director

• Storm teaches intern to 'be ready for anything'

• Buckner honors Mrs. Criswell's class

• Solving the Great Kingdom Caper

• Texas WMU Leadership Conference participants called to keep promises

• In Houston, Flores has a flair for finding fishers of men

• O'Brien: With no forgiveness, no peace

• Tighter border control impacting mission teams' mobility

• RAP REDEEMED: Teen minister takes to stage as 'Bloodbought'

• Graceview offers new perspective for special-neeeds families

• HBTS volunteers make more storage

• Tent revival draws a crowd in Montague County

• Wayland's virtual campus growing

• Around the State

• On the Move

• Texas Tidbits

• William Jewell faces defunding in '04
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• CBF: Understanding urged in facing fundamentalism

• CBF: Leonard discusses ways to converse in pluralistic society

• CBF gains membership in Baptist World Alliance

• SBC funding still holding steady

• SBC studies seminaries but doesn't intend to close any

• BWA budget goes beyond bare bones to 'bleeding,' Lotz says

• Patterson says adios to Southeastern

• Baptist Briefs

• Church zoning law faces challenge

• 'Road Map' hits bump with evangelicals

• Robertson wants to pray justices into retirement

• Christian Right frustrated by lack of political progress

• Muslims cite increased woes

• Author lauds literary lilt of King James Version

• Court rules for Bible club

• D.C. vouchers get postponed

• Bible study brew: Coffee's influence at church

• Bible inspired Alabama governor to reform tax code
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• Gay marriages question confronts more candidates

• Black caucus dunks 'faith-based' plan

• Texas Baptist Forum

• Around the State

• On the Move

• Cartoon

• Classified Ads

• TOGETHER: Partnership can change both groups

• DOWN HOME: OK, so the officer didn't laugh, too

• EDITORIAL: Speak the truth or show love? Why can't we do both?

• He Said/ She Said

• Cybercolumn by Brett Younger

• Baptistway lesson for August 10: Where coveting leads

• Baptistway lesson for August 17: When leaders sell out

• Baptistway lesson for August 24: Peace can come from the pieces
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• Baptistway lesson for August 3: Return to the Lord in repentance

• Baptistway lesson for August 31: God's case against his people

• Explore the Bible for August 10: Faith always has feet; deeds indicate
devotion

•  Explore  the  Bible  for  August  3:  James  offers  relational  and  ethical
guidance

• Family Bible Study for August 10: Flee temptation and avoid the places it
prowls

•  Family  Bible  Study  for  August  3:  God  has  a  plan  even  when
circumstances hide it

family_missionsfest_62303
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Posted: 6/13/03

Backyard
Bible clubs

were part of
the mission
activities at

MissionsFest
2003.
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MissionsFest 2003
had family emphasis
By Ken Camp & Heather Price

Texas Baptist Communications

SAN ANTONIO–Retirees worked alongside elementary school-aged children
during MissionsFest 2003, painting, building, playing games and sharing
the love of Jesus.

MissionsFest
2003,

conducted in
San Antonio
June 8-12,
included
various

missions
projects

around the
city.
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Storylist for 6/30 issue

GO TO SECTIONS:
• Texas      • Baptists     
• Religion      • Departments      • Opinion      • Bible Study     

• Baylor's vision sparks change and questions

• Baylor regents to hear from committee investigating member's conduct

• Baylor: What is a tier-one school?

• Baylor: What are the top 50 schools?

• Youth Evangelism Conference

• Cookies and juice multiplied to El Paso medical outreach

• Brisco named Logsdon dean

• Campbell: Patterson's pick shows BGCT study was right

• Hispanic Convention ratifies mission partnership

• New hunger resources available

• Environments Missions: The water is fine

• Two Texas Baptist authors take aim at faith connections in 'The Matrix'

• Missions network on track for '04

• Pacesetters Camp offers basic training in ChristiaN service

• Texas group planning a distance-learning seminary
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• Online poll about Patterson's election draws high interest

• Kidney quest leads Lake Jackson men to greater faith

• THEY HAD A HAMMER: World Changers in Dallas

• Russian adoption again an option

• Family increases tithing as act of worship, reaps joy

• Around the State

• Texas Tidbits

• CBF clarifies what it means to be a partner

•  CBF:  Churches  should  talk  about  'mission'  rather  than  budget  to
overcome shortfalls

• CBF: Vestal: Diversity must express itself in common stream of witness

• CBF: Youth ministries need to enlist, affirm parents

• CBF: Campolo urges 'Fight the good fight' for justice

• CBF: Healthy churches rest on seven pillars, consultant says

• CBF: Leonard says Baptists 'bog down' relating to people of other faiths

•  CBF:  Currie  calls  Patterson  statement  on  women  in  the  pastorate
'arrogant'

• CBF: Missionary couple says they're grateful to serve at all after being
fired by IMB

• CBF:  Anonymous gift  will  allow CBF to  appoint  missionaries  despite
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budget shortfalls

• CBF: Governments are the Babylons of Revelation, Campolo warns at BJC
luncheon

• Baptist Briefs

• Supreme Court's sodomy ruling draws sharp reaction

• Poll finds agreement with court but not with gay unions

• Appeals court tells Ten Commandments judge, 'Thou shalt not'

• Court says Mormon Church can't regulate speech on public access

• Texas Baptist Forum

• Around the State

• On the Move

• Cartoon

• Classified Ads

• EDITORIAL: Each Baptist should support at least 1 missions cause

• DOWN HOME: Eye in the sky tracks wayward animals

• He Said/ She Said
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• Cybercolumn by Brett Younger

• ANOTHER VIEW: Parents should take steps to help children combat
obesity

• TOGETHER: Needs-based ministries emulate Jesus

• Texas Baptist Forum

• Explore the Bible for July 20: A concise instruction manual for the church

• Family Bible Study for July 20: Salvation by grace frees Christians to
serve

• Explore the Bible for July 27: James says to consider end result of trials

• Family Bible Study for July 27: Christians should be controlled by the
Spirit
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TEXAS BAPTIST FORUM:
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Integrity of congregational life
Certain  Baptists  are  setting forth  the idea that  “the priesthood of  the
believer”  has  traditionally  meant  for  Baptists  that  “each  individual
worshipper is solely accountable to God and free to worship in his own
manner.” Such an idea passes neither the test of Scripture nor of long-term
Baptist tradition.

E-mail the editor at

marvknox@baptiststandard.com

First,  the term “the priesthood of  the believer”  is  not  New Testament
language.  In  the  passages  pertaining  to  this  subject  (1  Peter  2:4-10;
Revelation 1:5b-6; 5:9-10; 20:6), the term is either “priesthood” or “priests”
(plural). The New Testament knows no solitary priesthood of Christians,
only a priesthood shared with other believing priests.

Second,  the  New  Testament  closely  connects  the  priesthood  of  all
Christians  with  the  offering  of  “spiritual  sacrifices”  such  as  those  of
worship (Hebrews 13:15; Romans 12:1), witness (1 Peter 2:9), stewardship
(Philippians  4:18)  and  service  (Hebrews  13:16).  The  stress  is  on
responsibilities  rather  than  on  rights.
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